Vice President Visit

Des Moines, Iowa

September 5, 2004

Bios for Pre-Program and On-Site Greeters

Pastor John Palmer, First Assembly of God (prayer)

Pastor John Palmer serves on the BC’04 Iowa Steering Committee as a Social Conservative Co-Chair.  He ministers at First Assembly of God in Des Moines.  First Assembly is one of the largest churches in the state of Iowa.  He resides in Johnston, north Polk County, with his wife and two children.

Lt. Colonel Richard Rattray U.S. Marine Corp. Reserves (pledge)

Colonel Rattray has been in the Marine Corp. Reserves since 1952. He has a Masters Degree in Psychology & School Administration from the University of South Dakota. He has been widowed twice and is the father of 6 kids. Two of his boys were in the Marine Corp. but are both retired. 

Dave Roederer, BC’04 Iowa State Chairman

Dave Roederer serves as the Iowa Bush Cheney Chair. He is a small business owner serving the managing partner of two consulting firms specializing in strategic planning,  project development and management, visioning, policy development, legislation, criminal and juvenile justice, economic development, consensus building and construction management. Most recently he served as the Economic Development Coordinator for Iowa State University.  He previously has served as Governor Terry Branstad’s Chief of Staff and Legislative Liaison. Roederer currently servers as the Executive Director of the Iowa Chamber Alliance working with Chambers of Commerce throughout Iowa.

Doug Gross, Iowa State Finance Chairman (event MC)

Doug Gross is the Bush-Cheney ’04 Iowa Finance Chairman.  Gross was the Republican candidate for Iowa Governor in 2002.  He is a partner with Brown, Winnick, Graves, Gross, Baskerville, and Schoenebaum, P.L.C.  He served as Governor Bob Ray’s legislative liaison and as Governor Branstad’s Chief of Staff.  He is married with 5 children.

Stan Thompson (introducer)

Stan Thompson is the Republican candidate for Congress in Iowa's 3rd Congressional District. Stan was born in Red Oak, where his Father served in the Army and then became an auto-mechanic and his mother worked for the telephone company.  He graduated from Iowa State University, where he met his wife, Nancy, went on to law school and joined one of Iowa's largest law firms, where he is now a shareholder and a leading lawyer.  Stan and Nancy have 4 sons: Andrew, Matthew, Samuel and Benjamin and live in Des Moines.  Stan is eager to join President Bush, Vice-President Cheney, and Senator Grassley on the 2004 Republican ticket. Stan Thompson is well positioned for leadership as the new Congressman for Iowa’s 3rd District.

Governor Terry Branstad

Governor Branstad served four consecutive four-year terms as the chief executive of the state of Iowa. He completed his term of office in January of 1999. While in office, Governor Branstad made education a top priority of his administration.  In addition to his efforts in restoring Iowa's economic stature, he emphasized the need for all children in the state to receive the highest quality education, no matter what their ability and circumstances of birth. He led the effort that built a statewide fiber optics network to provide distance learning opportunities to every school district, college and university in the state of Iowa. Governor Branstad has had careers as a farmer and an attorney and served his country with the U.S. Army from 1969-1971.  Governor Branstad is currently serving as President of Des Moines University.  He is a native of Leland, Iowa, and he and his wife, Chris, have three grown children.

Governor Bob Ray
Governor Bob Ray served as Governor of Iowa from 1969 – 1983.  After leaving office he was CEO at Aegon, CEO of Blue Cross Blue Shield (now Wellmark), served as Mayor of Des Moines, and was President of Drake University.  He and his wife have 3 children and 8 grandchildren.

