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ST. CHARLES, Mo. - Tom Ampleman, a blue-collar union member who lives near this suburb just outside St. Louis, says he voted for Bill Clinton twice and then Al Gore, but he is now grappling with deep religious misgivings about the Democratic Party. 

"I haven't declared myself a Republican, but if I had to go in there and vote right now I probably would vote for the Republicans," Mr. Ampleman said recently, sitting in his pickup truck at a public park here. 

"I'm not happy with the moral issues at all with the Democrats," continued Mr. Ampleman, who works as a welder at an aerospace company. "The Republicans will hurt me in the long run in providing for my family, but it's probably more important to watch out for the unborn and that kind of stuff." 

Missouri, almost evenly split between Republicans and Democrats, straddles the Midwest, the Deep South and the Great Plains, and has some of the sensibility of each region. Elections can turn on the interests of labor unions, farmers, city dwellers or suburban parents. 

But Mr. Ampleman's internal tug of war, echoed in different ways in interviews with dozens of voters throughout the state, begins to explain why Republicans are increasingly confident they can prevail here this year, even as Democrats say they remain hopeful of winning Missouri's 11 electoral votes. 

Residents from blighted city neighborhoods and gritty industrial outskirts to the leafy suburban enclaves and vast stretches of rolling hills and open farmland exude anxiety over the economy and the Iraq war that Senator John Kerry, the Democratic nominee, hopes to transform into votes. But they also echo the Christian-influenced social values and distaste for big government and taxes that helped propel President Bush to the White House. In August, a referendum on a proposed amendment to the State Constitution banning gay marriage was approved with 71 percent of the vote. 

The cultural divisions run deep, even within families. Take Paula D. Hamilton, an African-American financial adviser who lives in Raytown, a middle-class suburb of Kansas City. Over the years she has swung between parties, and this time around she too is in a quandary. 

She says she is impressed with Mr. Bush's strong stance on terrorism but unsure whether the country should have gone to war with Iraq. She finds Mr. Bush's emphasis on religion-based solutions to social problems appealing, but worries about jobs lost during his administration and what she calls an unfair tax burden on the middle class. 

"I'm really thinking about who I'm going to vote for," Ms. Hamilton said, after hearing Vice President Dick Cheney speak at a rally in Springfield, some three hours' drive south of her home. "We need someone in our office who doesn't cower down," she continued. But, she added: "I'm looking at the numbers, at how many of our troops are being killed and tortured. I'm just concerned." 

Ms. Hamilton said that she would probably not make up her mind until she walked into the voting booth. But her son, Zacqrey Woods, pastor at the Greater Metropolitan Baptist Church in Springfield - "the buckle of the Bible Belt," as he put it - has no such difficulties. 

"I can't get past the moral issues, I just can't," said Mr. Woods. "So I cannot in any way support the Democratic Party," because of his objections to abortion and homosexuality. 

Experts point to other factors that may come into play. "The gay marriage amendment reproduces what I think is the quiet cleavage in Missouri, which is urban-rural," said Dave Robertson, a political science professor at the University of Missouri at St. Louis. Gone are the days when candidates could carry the state by winning St. Louis and Kansas City, campaign strategists say. In both Democratic and Republican rural counties, where the gay marriage ban passed by much higher margins than in the cities and suburbs, "those traditional values are very strong," Professor Robertson said. And Republicans, who dominate the legislature, argue that Mr. Bush best reflects those values. 

Even so, part of what has made politics in the state so fluid is that Missouri is such an amalgam. "We are a state of parts," said Gov. Bob Holden, a Democrat who grew up in the Bootheel, a cotton-growing area in the state's southeastern corner. "We touch as many states as any other state in the nation." Adding that the state frequently votes with the winning presidential candidate, he said, "If Al Gore could have carried Missouri in 2000, he would be president today, irrespective of what happened in Florida." (Mr. Gore lost by fewer than 80,000 votes.) 

Boosters like to say that Missouri mirrors the country, with representative proportions of whites, blacks, union members, urban and rural residents and the elderly. More than half of the state's population of 5.7 million is concentrated in and around the Democratic strongholds of St. Louis and Kansas City, but the remaining landscape is largely small towns and rural areas. 

Officials of both campaigns say the key to victory here lies in mobilizing core supporters and swaying a relatively small population of moderate, undecided voters, many in the counties ringing the large cities. 

Toward that end, both campaigns have large ground operations in place and have been intensifying their presence of late. Mr. Bush has come to the state 21 times since his inauguration, visiting on 9 days this year, while Mr. Kerry has visited on 12 days since securing the nomination in March. 

But there are signs that the tide may be shifting in Mr. Bush's direction. After months of running virtually even in opinion polls, Mr. Bush has taken a double-digit lead in at least one recent survey, from CNN/USA Today/Gallup. And although Mr. Kerry and his allies advertised more aggressively than the Bush campaign in the spring, that balance has now shifted as the Kerry camp has sharpened its focus on other battleground states. 

Even so, strategists on both sides of the aisle say it is too early to count out Mr. Kerry, especially because the issues of most concern in the state, the economy and the war in Iraq, cut both ways. 

Like many other states, Missouri has been bleeding manufacturing jobs. At the same time, the airline industry, which was strong here, has suffered since the Sept. 11 attacks. But there are signs that the economy is rebounding. Since July 2003, economic analysts say, the state has gained nearly 83,000 jobs, many in health services and tourism, bringing it closer to its pre-recession levels. Although the most recent figures show a net loss of 57,000 jobs for July and August, labor officials say most of that is in the educational sector and is likely to rebound in the fall. 

Republicans like to cite their party's emphasis on tax cuts as a major factor in the state's economic growth, and they say their policies better dovetail with Missouri's libertarian spirit. But Democrats point to vanishing industries and an unemployment rate that has been creeping up. They say the task is to make sure that voters like Frank Brown, who works in an auto repair shop in Chaffee, a small town near conservative Cape Girardeau on the Mississippi, focus on their pocketbooks. 

"You hate to see any small jobs go out, whether they've got two people or 200 people," said Mr. Brown, who said he tends to vote Democratic but had not yet made up his mind this year. "They want to tell these people, 'Well, we'll train you for something else.' Well, maybe they could have stopped that before that job went overseas." 

Similarly, events in Iraq will play a role here in determining which lever is pulled by undecided voters like Jason Horn, who works as a portfolio manager in downtown St. Joseph, a livestock and manufacturing city an hour north of Kansas City. 

"I guess if someone announces they're going to jack my taxes way up or something, sure, it could affect the way I vote," said Mr. Horn, who is in the National Guard and says he voted for Mr. Bush in 2000. But he added that the more important factors were foreign policy and military policy, including benefits for service members, as well as whether or not the country is at war, and where. 

But in the end, many people may vote more on values and culture than on policy in a state that houses the headquarters of the Assemblies of God; where the Archbishop of St. Louis has said he would deny communion to Mr. Kerry, a Roman Catholic, because he supports abortion rights; and where hand-lettered signs for churches dot meandering country roadsides. Indeed, for some voters, like Stephanie Helfrich, a practicing Catholic who lives in the St. Charles area, values and policy are inextricably intertwined. 

"Those values affect how you're going to make decisions on other things," Ms. Helfrich said, explaining that she planned to vote for Mr. Bush primarily because of his anti-abortion stance. "I would be suspect of someone making decisions about the war or the economy or whatever comes up without that strong foundation of the respect for life and the sanctity of marriage." 

Kerry strategists hope that his military background and fondness for hunting will help him win votes in a state with a sizable veteran population and strong pro-gun sentiments (a state law allows residents to carry concealed weapons). Four years ago, rural and small-town voters went overwhelmingly for Mr. Bush, but the Kerry camp says it plans to deploy yet another weapon: his running mate, John Edwards, who has displayed a willingness to highlight his own small-town background. 

Whether the tactics will work remains to be seen. Donnie Kiefer, a Democrat who runs the auto repair shop in Chaffee, said that his hometown was becoming more Republican because of "the pro-life and the pro-gun." 

"You know, that's just a Republican political tool," he said. "They're going to stay with it and I don't blame them, because it's just smart on their part."
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Vice President Dick Cheney plans to visit St. Joseph for a campaign rally Thursday at Civic Arena, the Republican National Committee announced Sunday. 

The committee announced no time for the event. Local Republican volunteers have been told to expect an afternoon rally. 

Sunday’s announcement confirmed what had been rumored most of last week after initial overtures arrived from the national ticket. Once feelers went out for volunteers, word began to spread, but no verification came from the White House or the Bush-Cheney campaign organization. 

“It’s been nothing short of hectic,” said Matt Gerstner, a Buchanan County Republican who has helped organize volunteers. “It’s exciting, and it’s huge for the community.” 

Tickets for the event will be available at the local Republican headquarters, 1613 Mitchell Ave. The phone number at the headquarters is (816) 676-0803. 

Both President Bush and Mr. Cheney have been frequent visitors to Missouri this year, a nod to the state’s up-for-grabs status in the duo’s re-election bid. Though he spoke in Fulton in April, the vice president’s visits have mainly been to larger Missouri communities. 

Also in April, Mr. Cheney headlined a fund-raising luncheon for Northwest Missouri Congressman Sam Graves in Kansas City. 

His visit to Buchanan County, which backed Al Gore in the 2000 presidential race, may be an attempt to solidify Bush-Cheney support among outstate voters in a traditionally Democratic stronghold. 

“I think he’ll see how supportive we are of him,” Mr. Gerstner said. “We’re moving to a more conservative ideology, and I think he wants to share his vision for America with Buchanan County.” 

Democrats on Sunday said they hope the vice president discusses Missouri’s job losses during his stop in St. Joseph. A spokesman for the John Kerry-John Edwards campaign said 28,900 jobs have been lost in Missouri since Mr. Bush took office. 

“We hope in Cheney’s remarks Thursday in St. Joe that he will directly address why the town has experienced so much outsourcing,” said Christine Glunz of the Kerry-Edwards organization in Missouri. 

“We want to make sure he discusses why the Bush administration has supported outsourcing and what their plan is to make sure jobs stay here at home.” 

St. Joseph has not been a normal stop for candidates representing the national ticket. In 1988, Dan Quayle campaigned here ahead of his election as vice president under George H.W. Bush. In 1992, Tipper Gore, wife of the Democratic vice-presidential candidate, spoke to supporters on the Buchanan County Courthouse lawn. 

Among the more notable political visits was that of Vice President Richard Nixon and his wife, Pat, on Sept. 22, 1960. In 90 minutes, Mr. Nixon spoke at Rosecrans Memorial Airport, greeted children at Elwood School and addressed a reported 10,000 people at Civic Center Park. 
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Republican Matt Blunt and Democrat Claire McCaskill are locked in a dead heat for the governor's office, with independent voters poised to pick the winner in November, according to a Post-Dispatch/KMOV-TV (Channel 4) poll. 

With six weeks to go before the vote count, the survey of 801 likely voters showed Blunt with 46 percent, McCaskill with 45 percent and 9 percent undecided. The poll has a margin of error of 3.5 percentage points, which means that any individual number could be that much higher or lower. 

Based on the numbers, pollster Del Ali predicted the Nov. 2 election would be decided by a margin of 1 or 2 percentage points. 

"The governor's race is going to be one of the most exciting in the country," said Ali, the head of Research 2000, which conducted the poll. "It will get a lot of national focus because it's so close and everyone looks at Missouri." 

Voters polled cited health care as the most important issue in determining their vote for governor. More than 600,000 Missourians have no health insurance, and neither candidate has offered a plan to do something about it. 

But the poll also showed education, security, taxes and spending, and the economy and jobs were at the top of voters' minds. 

The latest poll numbers reflected a slight refinement of an independent survey taken in late July. It showed McCaskill with 44 percent, Blunt with 42 percent and 14 percent undecided. Those results showed a statistical tie as well. 

Since then, both Blunt and McCaskill have energized their bases - those likely to vote for them. And as in other elections, independent voters will decide the outcome on Nov. 2. McCaskill is doing better among independents, leading Blunt 45 percent to 40 percent with 15 percent undecided. 

"They are volatile," Ali said. "The candidate who captures the center, doesn't get too far to the left or right, wins the governor's race. McCaskill is doing better with independents right now. 

"I could really see ticket-splitting taking place, (President George W.) Bush winning and McCaskill winning," Ali added, in part because of Bush's lead in Missouri and because of McCaskill's margin with independent voters. 

Among other statewide races, the poll showed that many voters have yet to focus on contests below the race for governor. Roughly 40 percent to 50 percent of those asked about their preferences for lieutenant governor, secretary of state, treasurer and attorney general were undecided. 

The candidates are little known because of the lack of news media attention and the fact that the candidates themselves lack enough campaign money to buy name recognition with advertising at this time. 

"Traditionally, people don't focus in on them until the last week," Ali said. "I've seen this in other states. In the down ballot races, the undecideds are a lot higher especially in a presidential election year." 

But the poll showed that Blunt, 33, and McCaskill, 51, were well-known and had nearly identical favorable/unfavorable ratings. Blunt had a more favorable rating among male voters (55 percent) while McCaskill did better with women (52 percent). 

McCaskill had strong support among black voters (62 percent). Ali said a heavy black voter turnout could boost McCaskill because she would probably get most of the 35 percent now listed in the "undecided" column. 

"The good news for Blunt is there are more undecided Republicans (15 percent) than Democrats (12 percent)," Ali said. "I think in the end, they probably come home to him." 

The numbers showed McCaskill had strongest support in the St. Louis and Kansas City areas and in northern Missouri, while Blunt did best in central, southwest and southeast Missouri. 

"Like any Democrat in the state, she's got to do well in St. Louis and Kansas City, and the indications are she will," Ali said. "All Blunt has to do is stay competitive there. If so, he wins the race." 

Ali predicted that Blunt would "play on the gay marriage thing to energize cultural conservatives in southwest Missouri. 

"She doesn't have to win in the southwest, she just has to be semi-competitive just like Blunt needs to do in the urban areas," Ali said. 

Issues like the gay marriage prohibition helped Helen Tucker of St. Charles County decide that she will probably vote for Blunt. 

"My hope for him is his stand on moral ground," said Tucker, 56. Blunt has said he opposes same-sex marriages and is against abortion. McCaskill has said she opposes same-sex marriages but doesn't believe the prohibition belonged in the state Constitution because it's already in the law. McCaskill said she supports a woman's right to choose to have an abortion. 

School funding is the reason why Melvina Conley of St. Louis says she will probably vote for McCaskill. McCaskill wants to award more state funds to schools that cut administrative costs. Blunt has said he would never withhold state funds for public schools. 

"The St. Louis schools are in such bad shape," said Conley, 65 and retired. "Ms. McCaskill has expressed that she would do certain things to help the school situation get out of its misery." 

Ali compared the McCaskill-Blunt race to Missouri's U.S. Senate race in 2000 when Republican Sen. John Ashcroft. Carnahan was killed in a plane crash just before the election, but voters elected him anyway. His wife, Jean Carnahan, was appointed to the U.S. Senate. 

"It's almost identical in terms of the closeness of it," Ali said. "Depending on when you polled, Ashcroft would be up or Carnahan would be up." 

Between Blunt and McCaskill, Ali said, "right now, you could flip a coin." 
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U.S. Sen. Christopher Bond's office will hold three Listening Post forums across the Ozarks on Tuesday. 

• The first begins at 10 a.m. in the McDonald County Courthouse in Pineville. 

• The second will be held at 11:30 a.m. at the Newton County Courthouse in Neosho. 

• The third will be at 3 p.m. in the Jasper County Courthouse in Carthage. 

Stacy Burks, a representative for the senator, will field questions from the public. The purpose of the meetings is to allow the public to share thoughts and concerns with the senator's staff. 

For more information, contact Burks at 864-8258.
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A pollster says it will take a 900-pound gorilla to unseat U.S. Sen. 
Christopher "Kit" Bond, R-Mo., and that Democratic challenger Nancy Farmer 
apparently is not it. 

"I don't think anybody has an ill feeling about the guy," said pollster Del 
Ali. "He's not the most distinguished member of the U.S. Senate. But if you're 
better than average or average, you are re-elected. Once they get in, it's hard 
to throw them out." 

A Post-Dispatch/KMOV-TV (Channel 4) poll of 801 likely voters shows Bond 
defeating Farmer 53 percent to 38 percent with 9 percent undecided. 

The poll has a margin of error of 3.5 percentage points. That means that Bond 
could be ahead by as much as 56.5 percent to 34.5 percent or as little as 49.5 
percent to 41.5 percent. 

The results showed a slight improvement for Bond over a similar survey in late 
July, when he led Farmer 51-39 percent. 

A three-term member of the Senate and former two-term governor, Bond is 
well-known throughout the state. The poll showed he had a 55 percent favorable 
to 41 percent unfavorable rating. Farmer, who is the state treasurer and a 
former state representative, is comparatively unknown. 

Among those polled, more people have no opinion of Farmer (40 percent) than 
those with a favorable opinion (38 percent) or an unfavorable opinion (22 
percent.) 

Bond's well-funded re-election campaign has had broadcast advertising on the 
air for weeks while Farmer's had not aired a commercial through last week, when 
the survey was taken. In addition, Farmer has requested and Bond has rejected 
the number of political campaign debates that would give Farmer the exposure 
she needs. 

"How can you come from behind without getting your message out?" asked Ali, who 
is the head of Research 2000, the firm that conducted the poll. He said a 
candidate like Farmer had to hope that some dynamic changes between now and the 
Nov. 2 election.
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My fellow progressives often make the mistake of making arguments that resonate well with our own biases but which are so unsupported by fact or logic that the arguments (and the people making them) lose credibility among other voters. A prime recent national example involved the counterfeit military memos about President Bush’s national guard service that were so transparently forged that public attention focused on the forgeries instead of the substance of the matters raised.

Something similar is happening on the state level in Missouri. The Missouri Democratic Party and its “non-partisan” allies (e.g., organized labor and pro-Democrat newspapers like the St. Louis Post Dispatch) are tearing into Republican gubernatorial nominee Matt Blunt with a vengeance. Unfortunately, they are going after the wrong issues and losing credibility in the process.

Blunt is the current secretary of state, whose duties include being the state’s chief elections officer. The Dems and the Post have tried to concoct a series of charges designed to make Blunt look like a partisan manipulator of the process. As a progressive, part of me wants to believe the charges, but to any fair-minded person, they just don’t hold water.

The chief complaint is that Blunt asked county clerks to transmit names of voters seeking absentee ballots to Republican campaign workers. In historical context, this is a common practice. Moreover, it was done on Blunt’s campaign stationery, not in his official capacity as secretary of state. A Post editorial cited extremely vague language in a state statute that purports to illegalize contact with voters in possession of an absentee ballot. Even if true, such a law would probably be void because of constitutional protection of free speech. Expressing viewpoints about candidates and issues up for election is clearly the most sacrosanct core of the freedom of speech protected by the Bill of Rights.

The Democrats also criticized Blunt’s attempts to get the proposed “definition of marriage” amendment on the November ballot, instead of the primary election to which Holden scheduled the vote. Blunt actually represented the public interest in his stand, even though helping Republican chances would have been a likely side effect.. A controversial proposal deserves to be decided at an election when more voters turn out, and general elections in presidential years are the elections that always attract the most voters. If Holden’s action in moving up the amendment’s election was correct, why didn’t he do the same with the proposal concerning highway funding (Amendment 3), which he scheduled to appear on the November ballot?

Blunt’s opposition to Democrats’ attempts to implement “early voting” in the City of St. Louis, the state’s most Democratic-voting jurisdiction, is also criticized. Blunt supported the idea for such a plan statewide, but did not implement it because a poorly written law addressed the issue without actually authorizing it to take place. A court ruled that Blunt was correct. For progressives, though, being “fair” is more important than just being “legal.” Blunt wins this battle too, because all but the most partisan hacks recognize the unfairness of special rules to make voting easier for people who vote one way while making all the other voters follow the old, more difficult rules.

Blunt’s attempts to let military voters overseas vote by email, so that election authorities could receive them in time to count them, have also come under fire. Critics charge that voters sacrifice the secrecy of their ballot by doing so. However, Blunt left in place the existing procedure allowing voters concerned about ballot secrecy to vote by mail. While I oppose the war in Iraq, I have to agree that the soldiers over there fighting this unjust war deserve all the help they can get to insure that they have a voice in this election. Democrats are cynically concerned because they fear than this block of votes would be predominantly Republican. They overlook the fact that the military personnel are disproportionately African American, a voting bloc that votes 90% Democratic. Moreover, wouldn’t someone whose life is put in harm’s way with insufficient justification be more likely to question the qualifications of the commander in chief that sent her/him there?

All of these complaints ring hollow, at least in part, because neither the Post, the unions nor the Democratic Party ever complained in the past about other acts that were clearly wrong, but which were done by their allies. Back when being first in line at the secretary of state’s office meant being listed first on the ballot, no one ever complained when legendary incumbent Democrat James Kirkpatrick strolled past the assembled line outside his office on the first day of filing and inserted himself at the head of the line, so that he could be the first to file. Four years ago, Blunt’s predecessor, Democrat Bekki Cook, made up a new rule out of thin air to disqualify Mary Ann McGivern, the Green Party’s candidate for attorney general, from appearing on the ballot, even though Cook’s own official web site listed qualifications for that office that did not include the reason Cook cited for striking McGivern from the ballot.

Perhaps the best example of this hypocrisy is another of the current charges leveled at Blunt. The Democrats are complaining about the use of tax dollars to buy pre-primary get-out-the-vote newspaper ads that featured Blunt’s photograph. This was really pretty minor compared to much larger expenditures of tax dollars by then State Treasurer Bob Holden for television ads promoting Missouri’s tuition savings program (MOST), prominently featuring Holden’s photograph. These ads ran for the better part of Holden’s tenure in that office, including during the heart of his successful 2000 gubernatorial campaign against Republican Jim Talent. They drew not one word of criticism from the Holden-backing Post or any union, and certainly nothing from the Democratic Party. The justification for both Holden and Blunt was the same: utilizing their own high profile endorsement to benefit the cause being promoted. The current state treasurer, Democrat Nancy Farmer, abstains from the blatant self-promotion in her television ads promoting MOST, but she does include her photo prominently on the MOST web page.
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Editor's note: This is the second in a weekly series examining issues in the Missouri governor's race. 

Rising college tuition costs may not be the hottest issue in the Missouri governor's race, but it's burning a hole through the pocketbook of the Heppermann family. 

With two of his children attending the University of Missouri at Columbia, John Heppermann is perhaps more keenly aware of a 45 percent jump in tuition over three years than are the gubernatorial candidates themselves. 

In 2001, Heppermann sent his daughter, Kara, to the Columbia campus with little expense, thanks to scholarships. At the time, tuition for an undergraduate was under $5,000. Now it tops $7,100, and Kara needs a part-time job and at least $400 a month from her parents to cover expenses. 

With Kara's younger brother starting college last month, the father wonders where the money will come from. "I'll struggle and I'll do whatever I can to get them through," said the father, who lives in Florissant. 

It's a struggle that Heppermann said he had yet to see addressed by either Republican Matt Blunt or Democrat Claire McCaskill. 

Judging from the candidates' television and radio ads, at least, tuition hasn't dominated the airwaves in the same way as other issues. Even Blunt agrees that the issue of tuition gets crowded out in a campaign that's focused on K-12 education, medical malpractice, jobs and transportation. 

Still, both he and McCaskill say they rank rising tuition as one of the campaign's most important topics. 

"I think it's a huge issue," McCaskill said in an interview. "It's something we need to work on, other than just having the candidates say tuition is too high." 

A recent national assessment of state higher education systems finds fault with Missouri's effort to control college costs. The report, by the National Center for Public Policy and Higher Education, gave the state an "F" for affordability. 

Nearly all other states scored low marks in the study as well, but Missouri in particular has faced deep cuts in higher education spending accompanied by steep tuition increases. 

Last year, state spending on the state's 13 four-year colleges and universities fell to $676 million from a peak of $767 million in 2001. The latest budget appropriates $718 million to those schools but does not come close to restoring prior cuts. 

In the meantime, a study by the University of Missouri earlier this year suggests that financial aid isn't keeping pace with rising costs. As a result, the report concludes, the dream of college could slip out of reach for many middle- and low-income students in the state. 

McCaskill, the state auditor, and Blunt, the secretary of state, agree in general terms on what's to blame for rising tuition. Both say the state has cut too much from higher education budgets, and both say the state's university should be more thrifty with the money they receive. 

What neither candidate offers is a dollar-for-dollar plan showing how they plan to pay for greater investments in higher education. Nor do the two have a precise figure of exactly how much waste they believe is in the system. 

Instead, Blunt and McCaskill offer slightly different strategies that they say will rein in tuition, while holding colleges and universities accountable for what they spend. 

Blunt would start by seeking a major change in how tuition levels are set. Rather than allowing the state's colleges and universities to establish tuition on their own, Blunt would require a vote by the Legislature if a tuition increase exceeded the cost of inflation. 

"I think it's perfectly reasonable to ask institutions to keep costs to the rate of inflation," Blunt said. 

Blunt said he was not ruling out the possibility of a higher tuition hike. But he acknowledged that such a vote would be unlikely from lawmakers hesitant to make such an unpopular move. 

Some higher education officials say Blunt's plan could cripple the schools' ability to pay for expenses outside their control, such as rising health care costs. 

"I think there are better ways to achieve the same result," said Sandra Kauffman, chairwoman of the state's Coordinating Board for Higher Education and a former Republican state lawmaker. 

McCaskill calls Blunt's plan too austere an approach, and one she believes would require a constitutional amendment. But she said she could favor "some kind of legislative oversight" of tuition, provided the schools were not held accountable for expenses outside their control. 

McCaskill also said she would be aggressive in demanding more cost cutting of universities. Under her plan, she would require higher education institutions to present a cost containment plan alongside their budget requests each year. 

McCaskill said her work as auditor uncovered several examples of waste, such as unnecessary travel, perks and benefits. 

Quentin Wilson, Missouri's higher education commissioner, said universities could be more efficient. But he said he doubted significant waste remains in higher education, particularly after several lean years in which institutions have had to tighten their belts. 

"The money is going to have to come from somewhere, but the problem is diminishing the quality of education," he said. 

McCaskill and Blunt both vow to find money within Missouri's existing budget to increase higher education spending. Blunt has said throughout his campaign that he'll make state government more efficient. McCaskill, meanwhile, points to her dozens of audits as a roadmap for savings. 

Both candidates also promise to go a step further by increasing financial aid. McCaskill offers perhaps the boldest plan, saying she will seek another $50 million in aid. When asked how she would pay for the increase, she said, "I can find $50 million in a $19 billion budget." 

Blunt, meanwhile, said he would also support more investment in financial aid, but offered no specific amount. 

Whether either candidate's proposals will help the Heppermann family remains to be seen. 

As the campaign progresses, Kara Heppermann said she doubted many of her fellow students are tuning in. Heppermann, who serves as student body vice president at Columbia, said her fellow classmates were more likely to blame the university's administration than a governor for rising tuition. 

Even McCaskill agrees the campaign might be different if students were applying more pressure. "If college students voted as often as seniors, we'd be talking about tuition as often as prescription drugs," she said. 

McCaskill and Blunt say they are concerned about the plight of today's college student. But both offered less than precise answers when quizzed on the current tuition at the University of Missouri at Columbia. 

McCaskill guessed the figure to be $15,200 - more than double the current amount. She said she was likely recalling a total that also included room and board. (The university's Web site puts the rough estimate, including books, transportation and personal expenses, at $16,400.) 

Blunt wouldn't hazard a guess on current tuition. But he did know that tuition for the child he and his wife are expecting next year would cost $160,000, if current tuition hikes continue. 

John Heppermann, meanwhile, is more concerned with just getting by the next few years. In his family's case, tuition for his son, Kurt, would jump to well over $10,000 if the tuition increases of the last three years are repeated. 

"If the trend continues, by the time Kurt is a senior it will be doubly tough," he said. 

Newspaper: The Standard Democrat

Writer: Michael Jensen

Title: “Polls don’t reveal the entire picture”

Link: http://news.mywebpal.com/partners/865/public/news575464.html
Body: 

Why is it that we only pay attention to polls during a political campaign? Surely the fine folk with Gallup and Zogby and USA Today conduct polls on topics other that politics. Otherwise, that would be a fairly easy job to just come into work once every four years for a month or two. But that’s beside the point. 

A new poll released over the weekend shows the race for Missouri governor is a virtual dead heat between Matt Blunt and Claire McCaskill. If that comes as a surprise to anyone, you haven’t been paying too much attention. Both Blunt and McCaskill are skilled politicians with little if any negative political baggage. They both have fairly decent name recognition though Blunt may have the edge thanks to his position as secretary of state and the legacy of his father, Congressman Roy Blunt. 

The only rub on Blunt is that some believe he is too young to take over the state’s highest elected office. But he clearly knows his way around state politics, he is well financed and seems to be spending the amount of time on the campaign trail that is required. 

McCaskill, on the other hand, is far from a stranger to state politics. She too won’t lack for funds and amazingly, voters in both camps give her high marks for her aggressive and feisty style. And just so no one will forget, she upset an incumbent Governor just last month. 

So given that background, the pollsters made their phone calls and now say this race is far too close to call. I could have saved them time and effort. Of course it’s too close to call. And it’s that way because it’s a race of personalities and style. There is nothing in either candidate’s background that will generate negative attacks. And thus, we’re left with two capable candidates, both with strong appeal. 

Here is my prediction. Actually it’s just an observation. Prediction sounds better. 

The outcome will hinge on the results of the Presidential race in Missouri and on the turnout in heavily Democratic St. Louis city. Blunt will do better in the rural areas but not by a landslide. McCaskill should do exceptionally well in her home base of Kansas City. And St. Louis is firmly Democratic. So if Bush runs strong in Missouri and the rural vote is above average, Blunt gets the nod. If Missouri is very close on the national ticket and St. Louis turns out in strong numbers, McCaskill gets the nod. 

So back to polls. I have often told myself that I’ll collect polling data from an election, keep it in a special file and remind voters in the next election just how wrong the polls were. But my passion decreases following the vote count and the “special” file gets lost in the shuffle. 

All I know is that in the race for Missouri governor, I have talked to two strong party members who have told me privately they will vote for the candidate from the other party. I won’t fill in the blanks because these may be the only two in the entire state who - despite very strong party ties - will cross the ballot this year in the state’s top race. 

And that is my secret information. The governor of Missouri this year will be elected by party members of one political party who - for whatever reason in this race - will vote across their party line. And that, my friends, is something that polls won’t tell you.

Newspaper: St. Joseph News-Press

Writer: Ken Newton

Title: “St. Joseph student will sing for Cheney”

Link: http://www.stjoenews-press.com/Main.asp?SectionID=81&SubSectionID=272&ArticleID=57135
Body: 

St. Joseph singer Kelli Pyle mused over a bit of career fortune. She flies to Tampa Friday to perform at a showcase with the popular R&B artist Usher. 

But a call came last week that added to her excitement. Representatives of the Bush-Cheney campaign team asked her to sing the national anthem before Vice President Dick Cheney speaks at the Civic Arena Thursday. 

“It was two honors in two days,” said the Missouri Western State College sophomore. “It’s definitely a compliment that they would consider me.” 

Arrangement of a national anthem singer is one of the numerous details being tended to this week in anticipation of the vice president’s visit. 

Mr. Cheney, seeking a second term on the Republican ticket with President Bush, will speak at the downtown arena about 3:35 p.m. 

Tickets for the rally suggest spectators should arrive no later than 2:45 p.m. in order to clear security measures. Doors at the Civic Arena will open at 12:30 p.m. 

Early arrival is recommended for those wanting to see the vice president. 

“(Ticket) demand is probably going to exceed supply,” said Matt Gerstner, a Buchanan County Republican who is helping with local coordination of the event. 

Tickets are available at the county’s party headquarters, 1613 Mitchell Ave. The phone number there is 676-0803. 

Mr. Gerstner said Tuesday afternoon he did not know how many tickets had been distributed. “I haven’t even gotten mine yet,” he said. 

More than 100 local volunteers are pitching in to help carry out the rally. “There are so many people anxious to help out with this event,” Mr. Gerstner said. 

Others plan to offer some alternative views. Those wanting to protest the vice presidential visit need no municipal permit and can do so on public property as long as they keep the right of way clear, City Manager Vince Capell said. 

“They can demonstrate as long as they don’t block the sidewalks,” he said. “Of course, you’ve got the Secret Service involved, and they certainly have their own standards.” 

Working with the Bush-Cheney organizers, the St. Joseph Police Department may set up a designated demonstration area.

Newspaper: The Joplin Globe

Writer: Dena Slaon

Title: “Kerry shipmate: Vote your conscience. Man tells locals Dems race shouldn't be about military records”
Link: http://www.joplinglobe.com/story.php?story_id=132854&PHPSESSID=399a5daca8ed10e0113029a93bfd5fb7
Body: 
Saying the presidential race has gotten off track, a former Navy Swiftboat crewman of Democratic presidential candidate John Kerry encouraged a group of local Democrats and veterans to focus on issues important to the nation today rather than the distant military records of the candidates. 

Drew Whitlow, a retired Vietnam War veteran from Huntsville, Ark., addressed a crowd of about 70 people Tuesday afternoon at the International Brotherhood of Electrical Workers hall in Joplin.

The 58-year-old Whitlow said controversy over President George W. Bush's service in the National Guard during the Vietnam War and over Kerry's criticism of the war following his tour of duty there is distracting the country from focusing on the "nuts and bolts" of presidential race issues.

Following about a 30-minute speech, Whitlow said it is his intention to reach Americans with the following message about the military records of the two candidates: "Hey, forget what they say about Bush. Forget what they say about Kerry. Get out and vote your conscience. Look at the issues."

The Arkansas man spent about the first 10 minutes of his speech telling stories about serving with Kerry in Vietnam and praising the candidate whom he called "honest" and "compassionate." He later criticized the Navy veterans who called into question whether Kerry deserved medals earned in the war, saying their actions "demeaned" all former and current service men and women.

Whitlow also accused the Bush-Cheney campaign of scouring the service records of Navy vets who have aligned themselves with Kerry, a charge a Bush-Cheney campaign spokesman later denied.

Whitlow spoke in Springfield and Monett earlier in the day. He said he is acting as a volunteer for the Kerry-Edwards campaign and travels to appearances at his own expense. He also appeared and spoke at the Democratic National Convention in Boston in July.

Michael Golden, the Missouri spokesman for the Kerry-Edwards campaign, said he thinks there have been "a lot of distractions" introduced in the race for the presidency. He praised Kerry for focusing in the past few days on domestic and international issues, including access to jobs and health care, and criticizing Bush's policies in Iraq.

"Sen. Kerry is really showing some new energy and a much more focused message, and it's perfect timing because people are really starting to pay attention," Golden said. 

Danny Diaz, a spokesman for the Bush-Cheney campaign, said that a Kerry "surrogate" stating that the presidential race has gotten off-message shows that the Kerry campaign feels it isn't getting its message out in Missouri. The Show-Me State is considered to be a critical swing state in the Nov. 2 presidential election. 

"They can't be pleased with their positioning," Diaz said.

Diaz said it is the Kerry camp that "seems obsessed with a war that happened 30 years ago," and that the Bush-Cheney campaign has been addressing relevant issues. He denied that the Bush-Cheney campaign has been looking into the service records of Navy vets supporting Kerry.

Whitlow also used his appearance in Joplin to criticize what he called the Bush administration's failure to provide adequate funding for domestic veterans programs. He said active-duty reservists "are getting the short end of the stick." He also criticized the Bush administration for "forgetting" about the search for terrorists in Afghanistan.

Diaz called the criticism of veterans funding "old and tired attacks" that are "not based in facts." He cited numbers purporting to show that the current level of funding for veterans programs is higher than it was in 2001 and said Bush is "committed to ensuring (that veterans) have the best health care available."

Newspaper: Springfield News-Leader 

Writer: Matt Wagner

Title: “Three staffers quit Newberry campaign”

Link: http://springfield.news-leader.com/news/today/0922-Threestaff-184823.html
Body:


Staffers who resigned from congressional candidate Jim Newberry's campaign last week said "differences of opinion" prompted them to jump ship just six weeks shy of the Nov. 2 general election. 
Newberry, a Springfield attorney who won the Democratic primary Aug. 3, hopes to unseat U.S. Rep. Roy Blunt, the House majority whip. 

But the political professionals Newberry hired in July to get the job done won't be around for the home stretch. 

Last week, a trio of staffers from Arkansas — campaign manager D. Foster, communications director Marc Harrison and finance director Sarah Lindsey — all resigned. 

Pam Cox, who managed Newberry's schedule, and two unpaid interns working on the campaign reportedly followed suit. 

Newberry confirmed that Foster, Harrison and Lindsey were back in Arkansas, but would not say how many other people altogether resigned from his campaign last week. 

"People come and go. There's nothing newsworthy about any of it," he said. 

Newberry said he doesn't expect the departures to affect his campaign "at all." 

"The campaign office is full of folks," he added. "Everybody is fully engaged. ... Everything is moving forward according to plan." 

Foster would not specifically discuss why he left the campaign but alluded to philosophical obstacles. 

"I think Jim's a really good man," he said. "However, we had differences of opinion, and I couldn't move further through the campaign having those differences of opinion." 

Foster said he met Newberry earlier this year at a fund-raising event in Springfield for retired Gen. Wesley Clark's presidential campaign. 

In early July, Newberry hired Foster to manage his campaign. Foster brought in Harrison and Lindsey later that month. 

Reached Tuesday in Searcy, Ark., Harrison said he left willingly and repeated Foster's reason for leaving: "I felt that it was necessary," he said. "It is a lot of different things, and I'm really not going to go into it. I thought it was for the best." 

Both Harrison and Lindsey said they felt no ill will toward Newberry and wished him the best in November. 

Lindsey, who returned to Little Rock to work on another campaign, offered a caveat. 

"I think it's sad ... he is left without the support he had staffwise, but I did everything I could before I left to make sure he had everything we had been working on," she said. 

One of three Southwest Missouri State University students working on Newberry's campaign as interns said she left for "selfish" reasons. 

"I didn't want to be in the middle of an argument," said Nicki Perryman, a junior political science major. "I didn't want to choose sides. ... I liked both sides. I didn't want to pick." 

It is unclear whether Newberry has — or will — fill the vacant positions before the election. 

Newspaper: St. Louis Post-Dispatch

Writer: Jo Mannies

Title: “Carnahan, Hathaway both back early voting”
Link: http://www.stltoday.com/stltoday/news/stories.nsf/election2004/story/57C1A07015737C4986256F1700185961?OpenDocument&Headline=Carnahan,+Hathaway+both+back+early+voting
Body:

The two major-party contenders to succeed Secretary of State Matt Blunt both called Tuesday for changes in the state election laws to make it easier for people to vote early, and more difficult for politicians to view absentee-ballot lists. 

The Republican candidate - state Rep. Catherine Hanaway, R-Warson Woods - also appeared to distance herself from Blunt's request to most county clerks around the state, asking them to send weekly updates to the state GOP of all the people applying for absentee ballots. 

"That's probably not a request I would have made," said Hanaway, the outgoing speaker of the state House and a longtime Blunt ally. 

The state Democratic Party and its candidate, Robin Carnahan, have asserted that such a request is inappropriate, since Blunt is the state's top elections official. 

Hanaway emphasized that she agreed with Blunt that the request to most county clerks is allowed under state law. Carnahan isn't so sure, citing the state law that bars political coercion of voters with absentee ballots. 

Carnahan and Hanaway both say they support changing the state law so that the absentee-voter lists wouldn't be available for public viewing, at minimum until the Friday before the election. Now, that requirement only applies to the lists in the city of St. Louis, St. Louis County, Kansas City and Jackson County. 

"This is an issue of equality," said Carnahan. "Each and every Missourian should be able to cast their ballot - whether in the voting booth or by absentee and without regard to where they live - without interference from political parties." 

Said Hanaway: "I would advocate the same change, to make sure all voters in Missouri have the same rights." 

Carnahan and Hanaway both say they support changing the state law to allow early voting, a procedure now conducted in close to 30 states, or no-fault absentee voting. Now, Missouri voters are supposed to meet strict regulations governing who's allowed to vote absentee - although election officials acknowledge that it's rarely enforced and violators are rarely prosecuted. 

Newspaper: Jefferson City News Tribune

Writer: David Lieb

Title: “Carnahan, Hanaway want to close absentee voter lists”

Link: http://www.newstribune.com/articles/2004/09/22/news_state/0922040032.txt
Body:

The Democratic and Republican candidates for Missouri secretary of state each proposed Tuesday to end a campaign practice used by incumbent Secretary of State Matt Blunt in which candidates can get the names of people who have requested absentee ballots.

Blunt, a Republican running for governor, has asked county clerks to submit the names of people requesting absentee ballots to a staff member at the Missouri Republican Party. A Blunt spokesman said the intent is to target campaign information at the absentee voters - a tactic other candidates have used in the past.

State law allows candidates to request absentee voter lists from clerks in most counties. But it keeps the lists confidential until the Friday before an election in St. Louis city and county and Jackson County.

Democratic secretary of state candidate Robin Carnahan said Tuesday that, if elected, she would seek to expand that confidentiality to absentee voter lists statewide. Responding to Carnahan, Republican secretary of state candidate Catherine Hanaway said she also favored closing absentee voter lists in all counties.

Carnahan said it's inequitable for absentee voters in urban areas to have their identities shielded from candidates while residents in rural areas do not.

State law effectively "subjects people (outside the Kansas City and St. Louis areas) who request absentee ballots to more sorts of potential harassment and targeting than regular voters" who cast their ballots in voting booths, Carnahan said.

State law makes it illegal to interfere with voters inside a polling place or to campaign within 25 feet of the outer door of a polling site on Election Day.

Hanaway said absentee voters - although they maybe casting their ballots from home - should have similar protections.

She said she favored closing absentee voter lists statewide, "because advocating to people that you know have requested an absentee ballot - timed with their receipt of that ballot - has the feeling of electioneering within more than 25 feet of the polling place."

Blunt spokesman John Hancock defended the practice of campaigning to people based on absentee voter lists. Because they are voting sooner than others - and perhaps not even in Missouri - absentee voters may miss out on the normal campaign advertisements and mailings. So a phone call or specially mailed campaign flier may be the only way for absentee voters to learn about candidates, Hancock said.

"We would not be in favor of changing the law that now exists," Hancock said. "The law is written to provide voters the opportunity to hear from the candidates on their positions before casting a vote. And we support efforts to increase voter education."

Carnahan, the daughter of former Sen. Jean Carnahan and the late-Gov. Mel Carnahan, said she has not used the tactic and was unaware of whether her parents had ever done so. Hanaway, the House speaker, said she also had never used absentee voter lists in a campaign.

On the Net:
Carnahan: http://carnahanformissouri.com

Hanaway: http://www.hanaway.org
Newspaper: Kansas City Star 

Writer: Staff

Title: “Change Missouri law on absentee voting”
Link: http://www.kansascity.com/mld/kansascitystar/news/opinion/9724073.htm?template=contentModules/printstory.jsp
Body:
The flap over Republican efforts to get absentee ballots into the hands of political supporters shows clearly what is wrong with Missouri's absentee voting law.

It allows voters to qualify for absentee ballots only under limited circumstances. The requirements include being out of town on Election Day, being ill or physically unable to vote in person, or working as an election official. Some people who want to vote ahead of the election aren't truthful in giving one of these reasons.

Missouri needs an advance voting law like the one Kansas has.

To encourage greater turnout, people should be permitted to vote when it is convenient for them and without having to state why they want to vote early. And they certainly shouldn't be encouraged to tell fibs to get an early ballot.

Starting Oct. 13, Kansans can vote in the general election at selected county offices. They also can vote early by mail. They don't have to make up excuses for getting a ballot early.

Missouri's law, however, contradicts federal efforts to improve participation in elections.

Democratic insiders have accused the GOP and its gubernatorial candidate Matt Blunt, who is secretary of state, of encouraging people to vote absentee this fall even though they don't meet the requirements to get a ballot.

The Democrats point to an e-mail President Bush's campaign sent to supporters across the country reminding them to make the best of their access to early voting in many states if they are “going to be busy” on Nov. 2. The Democrats say they are worried that local election officials won't challenge people who are asking for a ballot without stating a valid reason.

But if Republicans stay within the law, reminding supporters to seek absentee ballots is a good tactic, and Democrats ought to follow suit.

Then they ought to lead the charge to get Missouri's law changed.

Blunt has tried in the past but said he could not get the Democrat leadership in the House to support him. Some Republicans weren't keen on the idea, either.

However, Robin Carnahan, the Democratic contender for secretary of state, and Catherine Hanaway, the GOP candidate, say they will work for this change if elected.

Support of the next secretary of state will be important to getting lawmakers to approve advance voting next year. It's long overdue for Missouri.

Newspaper: Kansas City Star 

Writer: Steven Thomma

Title: “Polls show Bush gaining ground in swing states”
Link: http://www.kansascity.com/mld/kansascitystar/news/politics/9717151.htm
Body:

WASHINGTON — President Bush is cutting into John Kerry's base.

The incumbent is leading or drawing virtually even with the Massachusetts senator in six of seven swing states that Democrat Al Gore won four years ago, according to a new Knight Ridder-MSNBC poll and two other single-state polls.

In Iowa, Bush led Kerry by 48-42 percent; in Minnesota, by 46-44; in New Mexico, by 47-43; in Oregon, by 47-43; and in Wisconsin by 46-44.

Kerry held a razor-thin lead of 45-44 percent in Pennsylvania. In Michigan, he led by 47-41, his strongest state among the seven.

Those results emerged from a series of polls for Knight Ridder and MSNBC done by Mason-Dixon Research & Polling. In addition, Mason-Dixon surveyed Minnesota for the St. Paul Pioneer Press and Minnesota Public Radio, and polled New Mexico for the Santa Fe New Mexican and KOB Television.

While Bush held a slim lead in most of these key battleground states, each state poll was close enough to be considered a statistical tie. Mason-Dixon surveyed between 624 and 629 likely voters in each state from Sept. 11 to Sept. 16; the polls had a margin of error of plus or minus 4 percentage points.

All polls are but snapshots in time. Election Day is six weeks away and voter sentiment may well shift. In the meantime, all swing states remain sufficiently close that the coming Bush-Kerry debates could be decisive, especially when combined with efforts by each side to turn out their voters.

Still, the new state polling — combined with a Knight Ridder-MSNBC survey announced Sunday of six swing states that Bush carried in 2000 — offers the most detailed look so far this year at 13 battleground states that probably will decide the presidential election. The 14th swing state — Florida — couldn't be surveyed accurately last week because of disruption from recent hurricanes.

Taken together, the surveys show that Bush appears to be holding his base in most of the six swing states he won in 2000 while making inroads in many of the swing states that Gore carried.

“As of now, George W. Bush clearly holds the upper hand in the Electoral College battle,” said Brad Coker, who conducted the polls for Mason-Dixon. “There is still plenty of time for John Kerry to turn things around, as Bush's margins are hardly insurmountable in most of the battleground states.

“But with the election focusing primarily on national defense, Kerry is playing on a field that has historically favored Republicans, particularly incumbent Republican presidents.”

One key trend is that terrorism and national security topped voters' lists of concerns in Republican swing states and came in first or a close second for voters in the Gore-2000 swing states. Throughout all these states, voters preferred Bush over Kerry to keep them safe from terrorist attack by roughly 3-to-1.

“The war on terror is my top priority,” said Joe Arresto, 49, an account executive in Warren, Mich. “Bush has shown strong leadership, strong decision making. Yes, there are things that haven't gone according to plan, but I think Bush's decisiveness has been key.”

Even when voters turned to the economy, where Democrats hoped to gain broader support, they split almost evenly between Bush and Kerry.

“I don't think the president has all that much influence on the economy,” said Norma Mottet, 78, a secretary in Bettendorf, Iowa. “I just think it's going to do what it's going to do.”

Simple personal likability divides the two candidates, too.

Bush's supporters like him more than Kerry backers like their candidate. In the seven swing states that tilted to Gore four years ago, roughly seven in 10 Bush supporters said they'd vote for him simply because they like him, and only one in 10 said they'd back Bush because they dislike Kerry. By comparison, just four in 10 Kerry voters said they'd vote for him because they like him, while three in 10 said they'd do so because they dislike Bush.

Bush's opposition to gay marriage also may help explain his appeal. A majority of likely voters supported banning gay marriage in the five Gore-2000 states that were questioned about it last week: Iowa, Michigan, Oregon, Pennsylvania and Wisconsin.

Voters split over the war in Iraq.

In interviews, those who supported Bush tended to see the Iraq war as part of the broader war on terrorism.

“We have to fight the terrorists over there. If we don't, we'll have to fight them here,” said Louann Milledge, 64, a homemaker in Eau Claire, Wis.

Those who supported Kerry tended to see Iraq as a costly and unnecessary mistake that distracted the United States from the war on terrorism.

“Bush moved us from Afghanistan into Iraq, which was ridiculous when they posed no danger to us,” said Daniel Peroni, 74, a retiree in Commerce Township, Mich.

One issue that isn't a major factor is the sniping between the two sides and in the news media over the candidates' military service during the Vietnam War. Four out of five voters said it wouldn't influence their decision.

The poll found that Ralph Nader's independent candidacy also isn't a major factor in any of the seven Gore-2000 swing states. The surveys showed he wasn't drawing enough support in any of them to alter the Bush-Kerry outcome, and interviews suggested that many former Nader supporters wouldn't vote for him again.

“Last time I voted for Nader, and Bush got in,” said Donna Duerr, 58, a small-business owner in Leon, Iowa. She plans to vote for Kerry.

Kerry partisans could draw hope from several signs of discontent in the seven states if their candidate can convert it into rejection of the incumbent president.

A plurality or majority in four states — Michigan, Oregon, Pennsylvania and Wisconsin — said jobs were hard to find in their communities. In Iowa, only a small plurality said jobs were available.

“Jobs are hard to find, especially jobs that will sustain a family,” said Lana Caywood, 49, a part-time teacher in Platteville, Wis. What's more, a plurality of voters in three states — Michigan, Pennsylvania and Oregon — thought the country is on the wrong track. Voters in two others — Iowa and Wisconsin — split evenly.

A look at the seven states:

• Iowa. Iowa voters ranked terrorism and the economy equally atop their list of concerns. They approved of the decision to go to war in Iraq by 50-44 percent, and were evenly split, 45-45, over whether the country is on the right track or wrong track.

• Michigan. A plurality of 48 percent disapproved of Bush's job performance, his worst standing in these seven states. The economy was Michigan voters' top concern. They thought jobs were hard to find rather than available by 58-27 percent. Asked who would better handle the economy, they preferred Kerry over Bush by 35-33 percent.

• Minnesota. Minnesotans ranked the economy as their top concern, and preferred Bush over Kerry to handle it by 45-44 percent. They ranked terrorism and homeland security second, and preferred Bush over Kerry on this issue by 56-35 percent. They listed Iraq third, and preferred Bush over Kerry by 51-37 percent.

• New Mexico. Bush has solid support from his base, as 87 percent of Republicans supported him. New Mexico Democrats were more split, with 73 percent backing Kerry and 20 percent behind Bush. Independents were also split, with 49 percent for Bush and 29 percent for Kerry.

• Oregon. Voters ranked the economy as their top concern, slightly ahead of terrorism. They said jobs were hard to find by a margin of 53-32 percent, and narrowly preferred Bush over Kerry on the economy by 34-33 percent. On terrorism, they preferred Bush over Kerry by 30-12 percent. They disapproved of the Iraq war, 52-46 percent.

• Pennsylvania. Residents ranked the economy as their top concern. They said jobs were hard to find by 52-33 percent and preferred Kerry over Bush on the economy by 36-32 percent, his strongest support on this measure among the seven states. Pennsylvanians narrowly disapproved of the Iraq war by 48-47 percent and thought the country was on the wrong track by 47-42 percent.

• Wisconsin. Voters listed the economy as their top issue. They thought jobs were hard to find by 46-40 percent and preferred Kerry on the economy by 34-33 percent. They approved of banning gay marriage by 56-32 percent. They approved of the Iraq war by 48-46 percent.

Camille Ricketts of Knight Ridder Newspapers contributed to this report.

BREAKING NEWS!!!

Robin Carnahan Embraces Speaker Hanaway and Secretary Blunt’s Record of Job Creation, Election Reform and Investor Protection


On Monday, September 13, 2004, Robin Carnahan traveled to St. Joseph, Kansas City, Columbia and Kirksville to unveil her campaign plan for the Secretary of State’s Office.  Despite being titled, “A New Direction for Missouri,” Carnahan’s plan boldly embraces many of the improvements already enacted by Secretary Blunt’s leadership as Missouri’s Secretary of State and Speaker Hanaway’s legislative efforts as the first woman Speaker of the Missouri House.


The Carnahan “plan” includes the following provisions, already enacted or passed by Secretary Blunt and Speaker Hanaway:

Carnahan Proposal

 “Revamping the Secretary of State’s website to make it a “one-stop online shop” for small businesses.”

· Secretary Blunt made it possible for corporations and small businesses to make filings online for the first time, making most filings that did not require a duplicate or notarized copy available online.

· Only after Speaker Hanaway sponsored and passed a bill (HB 1664) repealing the statutory limitations requiring some filings to be made in duplicate or notarized, is it possible to further expand online filings. 

Carnahan Proposal

“Reducing turnaround time for review of business filings.”

· Secretary Blunt has already implemented a one-day turnaround policy for corporate filings.  

Carnahan Proposal

“Creating a Small Business Advocate to help small businesses navigate state government.”

· Secretary Blunt has already created a Small Business Advocate in the Secretary of State’s office to be an advocate to the Executive Branch and the General Assembly. 

Carnahan Proposal

“Proposes cleaning up voter rolls by finalizing and providing access to a statewide voter database.”

· Missouri has already contracted with Maximus to implement a Centralized Voter Registration Database that will interface with Department of Revenue and Department of Health and other records to verify voter eligibility.  This system must be up and working by January 2006 under HAVA. 

Carnahan Proposal

“Strengthening the securities enforcement division of the Secretary of State’s office, and designating a securities expert in the office to work with the Attorney General, local and federal officials on issues related to securities fraud.”

· The Commissioner of Securities is appointed by the Secretary of State and is already responsible for working with the AG’s office and local and federal authorities to convict criminals in securities fraud cases.  The Commissioner can also serve as a special prosecutor to prosecute cases of securities fraud.  

· Since Secretary Blunt took office, the Securities Division has issued 210 administrative orders halting securities fraud, and because of Secretary Blunt and Speaker Hanaway’s efforts to pass the Missouri Securities Act of 2003, investor restitution can also be recouped from those who commit securities fraud. The division has collected more than $10 million dollars in investor restitution.  

Carnahan Proposal
“Any company that destroys or withholds documents while under investigation by the Missouri securities division will face stiff fines and imprisonment.”

· This year, HB 1617 was sponsored and passed by Speaker Hanaway to establish the crime of obstruction of a securities investigation.  Destroying, altering, concealing or withholding any record requested by the Commissioner of Securities is punishable by a fine of up to $500,000 and/or up to 10 years in jail.  

Carnahan Proposal

“As Secretary of State, I will work to educate members of the legislature about emerging issues such as historical records theft.”

· Passed and signed this year under Speaker Hanaway’s leadership, SB1211 expanded the definition of a library to include: any museum, any repository of public or institutional records; or any archive.  The bill expands library theft to include knowingly writing on, injuring, defacing, tearing, cutting, mutilating, or destroying a book, document or other library material belonging to, on loan to, or otherwise in the custody of the library.  

Newspaper: Southeast Missourian 

Writer: Gary Rust

Title: “Lieutenant governor's duties plenty for full-time service”

Link: http://www.semissourian.com/story.html$rec=146612
Body:

State Sen. Peter Kinder sees the lieutenant governor's job description as one requiring full-time attention, unlike most previous lieutenant governors who treated the office as a part-time job (most of them lawyers who continued to collect legal fees while serving). Kinder announced at the Missouri Press Association convention earlier this month that he would dedicate full time to the job. 
Kinder has generally committed over 40 hours weekly as a state senator for 12 years -- even more in the last four years while serving as president pro tem (the top leadership role) of the Missouri Senate. 
At the MPA meeting, Kinder handed out a 2 1/2-page typewritten list of the lieutenant governor's responsibilities: 
Constitutional 
1. Preside over the Senate, voting in the event of a tie vote. 
2. Preside as governor when the governor is absent from the state or disabled. 
3. Upon the death, conviction, impeachment or resignation of the governor, the lieutenant governor shall become governor for the remainder of the term. 
Statutory 
Board of Public Buildings (member) (Chapter 8.010, Missouri Revised Statutes): The governor, lieutenant governor and attorney general sit on this board. They have control over state property and buildings. 
Board of Fund Commissioners (member) (Chapter 33.300): The governor, lieutenant governor, attorney general, state auditor, state treasurer and Office of Administration commissioner sit on this board. They direct payment of the state debt and manage bonds. 
Missouri Development Finance Board (member) (Chapter 100.265): The lieutenant governor, directors of the departments of economic development and agriculture and nine members appointed by the governor and confirmed by the Senate serve on this board. The purpose of this board is to promote economic development in the state and has broad powers regarding loans and bonds. 
Tourism Commission (vice chair) (Chapter 620.455): The lieutenant governor, two senators and two state representatives plus five members appointed by the governor and confirmed by the Senate sit on this commission in the Department of Economic Development. 
Office of Advocacy and Assistance for the Elderly (Chapter 660.620): This office is created within the office of the lieutenant governor and acts as the elderly advocate , coordinates activities with the long-term care ombudsman program, does investigations into complaints from the elderly and coordinates with the Division of Aging. (This office was created by the Proposition C referendum in November 1992). 
Missouri Housing Development Commission (member) (Chapter 215.020): The governor, lieutenant governor, state treasurer, attorney general and six members appointed by the governor and confirmed by the Senate serve on this commission. MHDC is assigned to the Department of Economic Development (Chapter 620.010.18). It has a budget of $3.5 million in the Missouri Housing Trust Fund. This money is spent by the commission on homeless shelters, domestic violence shelters, traditional housing, emergency housing assistance and home repairs for low-income homeowners, the development of low-income housing and rental assistance for low-income people. 
Rural Economic Development Council (member) (Chapter 620.155): The lieutenant governor, directors of the departments of agriculture and economic development, the director of the Extension Division of the University of Missouri, one senator and on House member sit on this council. It is under the Department of Economic Development. The purpose of this council is to promote economic development in rural areas. The statute creating the council sunsets June 30, 2010. 
Parents As Teachers Program (Chapter 178.695) The lieutenant governor shall act as an adviser to the Department of Elementary and Secondary Education for all such programs. The lieutenant governor also serves as an advisor to DESE on early childhood education. The Early Childhood Program allows low-income stay-at home parents to receive payments for staying home with their children. If these parents participate in the PAT program, they can receive a higher amount of money from Early Childhood Program funding. 
Commission for the Missouri Senior Rx Program (chair) (Chapter 208.553): This is a 15-member commission including the lieutenant governor in his or her capacity as advocate for the elderly. 
Governor's Council on Physical Fitness and Health (member): The council promotes physical fitness and health throughout the state by implementing programs, fostering communication and cooperation and developing statewide support that will help the citizens of Missouri develop and maintain healthier lifestyles for an improved quality of life. 
Missouri Community Service Commission (chair): The commission's mission is to build stronger communities by fostering an ethic of service in all Missourians through empowering communities and citizens from all walks of life to address educational, public safety, human and environmental needs through volunteer service programs, by supporting those programs that demonstrate a lasting impact on communities and by instilling in participants a sense of community and civic responsibility while nurturing personal development and self-esteem. 
Personal Independence Commission (co-chair): The commission examines existing programs and services, provides community-based treatment, facilitates communication and collaboration between state agencies and health and community-based services and consumer directed care. 
Second State Capitol Commission (member): The commission evaluates and recommends courses of action on the restoration and preservation of the capitol, the preservation of historical significance of the capitol and the history of the capitol and ensures accessibility to the capitol for physically disabled persons. 
Special Health, Psychological and Social Needs of Minority Older Individuals Commission (member): The commission studies certain needs of the state's minority older individuals and makes recommendations for program improvements and services to the governor and key legislators. 
Statewide Safety Steering Committee (member). 
Veterans Benefits Awareness Task Force (chair). 
With 12 years of Senate experience, four in the top leadership position, the duties of presiding over the Senate and representing the government in various information speaking engagements, Kinder is well-qualified to meet the responsibilities of the job as listed above. 
Gary Rust is chairman of Rust Communications.
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The three candidates seeking to capture the Congressional seat being vacated by Richard Gephardt disagreed on a range of issues, from taxes and highway improvements to education and Iraq, at a debate Tuesday night. 

Democrat Russ Carnahan, Republican Bill Federer and Libertarian Kevin Babcock are vying to represent the 3rd District, which covers parts of St. Louis and St. Louis, Jefferson and Ste. Genevieve counties. The district has been represented since 1977 by Gephardt, who announced his retirement from Congress before embarking on an unsuccessful presidential bid. 

Carnahan said he would seek more funding and flexibility in the No Child Left Behind Law, President George W. Bush's education legislation. Federer said control over schools should stay at the local level, while Babcock proposed abolishing the U.S. Department of Education altogether. 

The debate was mostly civil, but Carnahan did shoot Federer several ominous stares when Federer repeatedly criticized Carnahan's record in the Missouri Legislature. 

All three identified taxes as their key issue. Federer said he would work for lower taxes while Carnahan said he would "retarget the Bush tax cut to the middle class - to those who really need it." Babcock, keeping true to Libertarian principles, called for the dismantling of the Internal Revenue Service. 

The forum was sponsored by the Post-Dispatch, KWMU, KETC Channel 9 and the Weidenbaum Center at Washington University, where the debate was held. 

On Iraq, Babcock advocated withdrawing completely. Carnahan said he would push to end the "cowboy policies" of the current administration in favor of a "real plan to exit." Federer said Iraq's reconstruction should be funded by that country's oil supply. He said withdrawing would signal a weakness that would encourage more terrorism. 

Closer to home, the trio fielded a question about which local roads they would target for improvement. Carnahan pointed to Highway M in Jefferson County. Babcock and Federer endorsed having Interstates 44 and 55 intersect with I-64 near downtown. 

All three candidates have sought office before, but only Carnahan, 45, the son of the late former governor Mel Carnahan, has been successful, winning his seat in the Missouri General Assembly four years ago. Babcock, 41, an undergraduate student at Webster University, has run for the state House. 

Federer, 46, an author and publisher who lost two previous contests to Gephardt, seemed to realize that he needs some Democratic support if he is to win this time. Federer quoted John F. Kennedy at least twice during the debate, and praised the foreign policy of Democrats Harry S Truman and Franklin Roosevelt. 

The debate was the third of four planned, with the finale Oct. 4 at Webster University. 

 

`
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Washington — Bowing to political realities, Democratic presidential candidate John Kerry has canceled plans to begin broadcasting television commercials in Arizona, Arkansas, Louisiana and the perennial battleground of Missouri. 
The decision to shrink his political playing field reduces Kerry's strategic options — at least for now — in the homestretch of the campaign. George W. Bush won all four states in 2000, and Kerry can't win the White House without taking a state or two from the Republican incumbent. 

While pulling back from some states that Bush carried, Kerry is still strongly competing in several GOP-leaning battlegrounds, including Ohio, Florida, Colorado and Nevada. 

Ads were scheduled to begin airing Oct. 5 in Arizona, Arkansas, Louisiana and Missouri as part of a $5 million investment through Nov. 2, but campaign advisers concluded Kerry isn't doing well enough in the states to justify the cost. 

The campaign, which has reserved commercial time in 20 states through Election Day, notified television stations in the four states that Kerry would not follow through on his plans for the first week of October. 

Plans are still in place to air ads starting the second week of October, campaign officials said, but those will likely be tabled, too. 

The officials, who spoke on condition of anonymity, said Arizona, Arkansas and Louisiana are unlikely to see Kerry ads unless there is a major shift in the campaign's dynamics. Missouri is still the subject of debate inside the campaign, with some advisers pushing to advertise in the traditional swing state. 

With its burgeoning exurbs and rural areas turning more Republican every day, Missouri cannot be won by Kerry in a close race, some advisers have concluded. But some think it's important for the Democrat to spend money there, forcing President Bush to defend the GOP turf. 

Bush and the Republican National Committee have been advertising moderately in Arizona and Missouri. With Kerry chased from those states, Bush can shift their budgets — $330,000 this week alone — to states that Democratic presidential nominee Al Gore won four years ago. 

Kerry spent about $15 million in the four states, half of it in Missouri, trying to put them in play. It was part of a strategy to stretch the battlefield into GOP territory, from Virginia and North Carolina in the South to Arizona in the Southwest and Nevada in the West.
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Vice President Dick Cheney brings some history to St. Joseph today, but he might like the downtown Civic Arena for what it isn’t … a barn. 

The first sitting vice president to visit the city in 44 years, Mr. Cheney arrives this afternoon as part of an outreach to rural voters, who are largely converts to the Republican cause already. 

Tuesday found the vice president in Wauseon, Ohio, population 7,021. He spoke in a barn. On Friday, he makes a stop at the fairgrounds in Warrenton, Mo., population 5,209. 

There are reasons to keep him on the back roads. 

“He’s after the rural voters,” said Robert Dewhirst, a political science professor at Northwest Missouri State University. “In rural areas nationwide, that’s the strength of the Republican Party.” 

Mr. Cheney’s schedule calls for a 3:35 p.m. rally after arriving at Rosecrans Memorial Airport. 

Doors at Civic Arena open at 12:30 p.m., and people with tickets, distributed by the county Republican headquarters, should arrive no later than 2:45 p.m. to get through security. 

The so-called Victory ’04 Rally is being put on by the Republican National Committee, which is distinct from the Bush-Cheney campaign organization. It is the national party paying the expenses. 

“Across the country, the enthusiasm at a series of Victory events has been outstanding,” said David James, a native Missourian who works with the national committee. 

In 2000, when Mr. Bush won Missouri’s 11 electoral votes, 74 counties that had 12,000 or fewer votes cast were for the GOP ticket. Republicans don’t disguise their intention to have Mr. Cheney shore up the rural base in the state. 

“Missouri continues to remain Bush country,” said Paul Sloca, communications director for the Missouri Republican Party. “He holds the same beliefs and values as rural voters in Missouri.” 

Democrats aren’t ready to give up the rural votes just yet. Former Gov. Roger Wilson said Wednesday the on-the-ground effort in Missouri is the best he’s seen from a Democratic candidate, and he thinks it’s paying dividends in out-state areas. 

“In a lot of elections, Missouri’s been treated as a Kansas City-St. Louis market, and that’s it,” Mr. Wilson said. “The Kerry-Edwards campaign saw early on that there were votes to be had in rural Missouri, and they’ve been working that for months.” 

Others disappointed with the Bush administration’s record on employment believe rural Missouri has been particularly hard hit. 

As an alternative rally, the Missouri AFL-CIO plans to gather at 11 a.m. across the street from Civic Arena to talk about St. Joseph plant closings and permanent job losses in Missouri caused by outsourcing. 

Mr. Sloca countered that Missouri voters remain committed to the Bush-Cheney vision of lower taxes, strong national defense and respect for the sanctity of human life. 

In speeches this week, the vice president focused on the administration’s response to terrorism. In the process, Mr. Cheney attacked what he regards as the vacillation of the Democratic nominee, saying in Ohio, “Yesterday, John Kerry gave us what I think is his ninth position on the war in Iraq.” 

Such red-meat lines will draw applause from Republican loyalists who make it into Civic Arena, a venue that can hold 4,000 in a concert configuration. If the rally preaches to the choir, that’s all right, say organizers. 

“We regard the state as a battleground where we won’t take one vote for granted,” said Mr. James. 

As the Republican ticket works to solidify its rural credentials, utilizing the first vice president to visit St. Joseph since Richard Nixon in 1960, the fight for Missouri may turn in the campaign’s last month on which candidate can attract the undecided voters and win in other areas. 

“The cities and suburbs become a battleground,” Dr. Dewhirst said.
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Donald Benitz’s Republican roots go way back. 

“My mother was a good friend of President Eisenhower,” said Mr. Benitz, 82. “I’ve been a Republican all my life.” 

Today, he will be among thousands of residents who will see Vice President Dick Cheney at a campaign rally in St. Joseph. The visit is the chance of a lifetime for the party faithful. 

“My prayer is we get Blunt for governor and Cheney and Bush back for another four years,” said Mr. Benitz, who will attend the rally with his wife. 

A steady stream of residents seeking tickets has flowed into the Buchanan County Republican Headquarters on Mitchell Avenue all this week. 

“He’s such a smart man and elegant speaker,” said Mike Selecman, of St. Joseph, who picked up his ticket Wednesday morning. “I would just like to go meet that man.” 

Tickets were free, but residents had to show photo identification and provide their address and telephone number for security purposes. People also were asked if they were registered voters, how they heard about the event and if they considered themselves a Republican, Democrat or independent. 

“This is one of the neatest events we’ve had,” said Beth Vining, a longtime Republican volunteer. 

More than 100 volunteers will help put on today’s rally. 

“Whatever there is to do, we’ll do it,” said Jim Dyer. 

Signs from the Republican rally on Sunday evening were left in place and chairs have already been arranged at the Civic Arena. Because of security concerns, local involvement has been limited. 

“The Secret Service is nice, but they don’t smile,” Mr. Dyer said. 

When Mr. Cheney’s plane lands at Rosecrans Memorial Airport this afternoon, Bob Boeger will be there to greet him and travel with the motorcade into downtown. Mr. Boeger, a Republican volunteer and a member of the City Council, believes the vice president can expect a nice reception in St. Joseph, which has traditionally been a Democratic stronghold. 

“I know it will be very warm and cordial and we’ll reward Mr. Cheney and President Bush in the final tally,” Mr. Boeger said. 

Party organizers are hopeful the excitement from the vice president’s visit spreads to other races and brings some Republican surprises in November. 
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The Democratic National Committee came to Columbia yesterday to turn the Stars and Stripes on its side. 

At a news conference promoted to present mothers of U.S. servicemen opposed to President George W. Bush and the way he has handled the war in Iraq, the event handlers got off to a poor start. 

First, they moved the lectern back and forth, each time positioning a U.S. flag behind it, trying to get the best photo opportunity. As 20 or so folks - a third of them reporters - milled around in the shade at the amphitheater at Boone County Courthouse Square, the handlers fiddled in the sun with extension cords, the lectern and the flag for a good hour, waiting for the "Moms on a Mission" to arrive. They started their seven-state tour that morning in Springfield. 

At one point, the guy who seemed to be running the show, tired of the wind flapping the flag out of position, picked it up and actually laid it down on the ground out of sight. 

Realizing perhaps that poor flag etiquette - make that outright disrespect - won’t win presidential candidate John Kerry any votes, the Democratic operative quickly picked up the flag and leaned it against a wall out of the way, safe from the pesky wind. 

Meanwhile, patient and impatient Democrats waited for the moms. Congressional candidate Linda Jacobsen ran out of time and left before they got there. So did several other Dems in the crowd. 

Sitting quietly and respectfully through it all was the one mom the Democrats should have been talking to: 

Pat Wilson. 

The wife of former Missouri governor and current state Democratic Party Chairman Roger Wilson, Pat is a military mom. She’s also a good Democrat, but you wouldn’t catch her behind the lectern to talk about her son’s military service. That’s just not her style. 

Wilson and Renee Hulshof, wife of U.S. Rep. Kenny Hulshof, founded a local military family support group back when the war began more than two years ago. Wilson’s son has been to Iraq twice already and is scheduled for a third tour. Hulshof’s brother did his service and has safely returned to the states. 

The prominent wives of prominent politicians have a rule at their support group. 

They don’t talk politics or religion. 

Wilson showed for the DNC event yesterday to hear what the moms have to say and to give a plug to her support group. It’s still going strong after all this time, meeting twice a month and gaining new members regularly. Wilson knows there are more mothers, wives, fathers and brothers out there who need support, and she wants them to know they have a place to turn to in Columbia. 

The women who eventually showed up to talk yesterday want the country to turn to Kerry. There was a mom from St. Louis, another from Wisconsin and a wife from Mankato, Minn. 

"Do we really support our troops?" asked Becky Sommerhauser of St. Louis. Her son’s Army Reserve unit hasn’t been called to serve yet, but she expects it will be. "Actions speak louder than words," she said. 

Indeed, women like Wilson and Hulshof and the scores of others who have helped local soldiers’ families get through the trials and tribulations of a brutal war know that. They choose to put politics aside as the bullets are flying and put their sons and daughters first. 

The women who were co-opted by the DNC chose to talk about Halliburton and political opportunism. 

"Hope does not mean ignorance," Minnesota’s Gwen Walz announced loudly to scattered clapping. 

Another of the women, Jane Jensen, said that she, too, founded a support group for soldiers in Wisconsin. That group split because some of the members, like Jensen, wanted to use their forum to advocate against the war. Others chose not to do so. 

Now there are two support groups. 

As in Iraq, there is a war being waged in America. It’s a political war that wants us to choose sides. 

Both sides wave the flag and ask for your vote. 

Some, like Pat Wilson, choose to sit quietly on the sidelines and pray for our families. 

Hers is a mission worth supporting.
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The effort to reach first-time voters has intensified here, with deadlines in 
the first week of next month to register to vote in the presidential election 
in November. The voter-registration drive has gone to where young voters spend 
their time - high schools, colleges, public libraries and even shopping malls 
and theaters. 

At Washington University, for example, student activists with a nonpartisan 
group called Project Democracy say they've registered 650 students on campus so 
far. They say a student can't walk across campus without being asked whether he 
or she has registered. 

At some area high schools, membership has risen in clubs for young Democrats 
and young Republicans. Students have staffed phone banks for both parties. 
T-shirts with the message "Vote" have begun to make a fashion statement in 
classrooms, halls and cafeterias. 

Deadlines to register to vote are Oct. 5 in Illinois and Oct. 6 in Missouri. 

"We are entering an exciting time in our country's history," said Ron Helms, 
principal at Lindbergh High School. "There's a lot more interest in the 
democratic process, at least at our school, with students supporting Republican 
and Democratic candidates, planning debates and running voter registrations." 

Four years ago, about one-third of voters ages 18 to 24 nationwide cast ballots 
in the presidential election. In Illinois, the figure was about 35 percent, and 
in Missouri, about 30 percent. Close to 50 percent of that age group voted in 
1972 when the voting age was lowered to 18. 

Challenging conventional perceptions of an apathetic, indifferent and 
politically disengaged generation of young people, a study released last week 
by Harvard University's Institute of Politics and The Chronicle of Higher 
Education found that most colleges do a poor job of registering students and 
helping them to vote. 

Another study, released Wednesday by the League of Conservation Voters 
Educational Fund, found that students are impeded by residency requirements 
restricting voting to permanent residents and by inconveniently placed polling 
places - obstacles the league found to be intentionally established to limit 
students' influence. 

"In many cases, students represent the majority or a large proportion of the 
population, and can swing election results if they vote as a bloc, particularly 
if their school is located in a small town," the report states. "Locals may 
fear that students might approve legislation that would have negative effects 
on the town." 



But students here report no impediments. 

"Missouri and Washington University have been very receptive to students 
voting," said Teresa Sullivan, president of the St. Louis chapter of Project 
Democracy. "Unfortunately, that environment is not present everywhere." 
Sullivan is a senior at Washington University. 

Matt Brimer, 18, registered to vote last spring at Lindbergh High. "We want to 
get students involved in democracy," he said. "For those who have turned 18, 
this will be their first election. You only have an opportunity once every four 
years to vote in a presidential election. It's neat that we can have a say." 

Local students say they see information about the election and voter 
registration all around them. The Kids Voting program has expanded to teach 
citizenship and political participation in 18 public school districts in the 
St. Louis region. Other groups such as Rock the Vote have registered hundreds 
of students on local college campuses. 

County and state officials have visited high schools and college campuses to 
encourage young people to vote. St. Clair County Clerk Bob Delaney registered 
more than 75 students at Southwestern Illinois College on Tuesday. 

"A lot of issues are bringing young voters out - the war in Iraq, terrorism, 
loss of good paying jobs to overseas, health care," Delaney said. "Young 
people, as do most people, see this as a very important election, one that's 
going to tell how the country will go for the next 20 years. Young people are 
going to have a big impact on this election." 

Josh Gantz, 20 and a senior, coordinates Rock the Vote at Washington 
University. With Missouri's position as a swing state, he said, "It's very 
rewarding for us to know our efforts could decide the vote in Missouri." 

At Washington University, students are encouraging out-of-state students to use 
their address in Missouri if they are not from battleground states. If they are 
from states such as Ohio and Florida, they encourage the students to cast 
absentee ballots. 

Curtis Gans, director of the Committee for the Study of the American 
Electorate, said registration itself is not the key to voting. Motivation is. 
He expects more young people to get involved in this election because it has 
become such an emotional election. 

That's where speakers such as Anthony Hargrove, a defensive end for the Rams 
football team, play a role. At a Lindbergh High assembly Tuesday, Hargrove told 
students that citizens have a responsibility to vote. Hargrove spoke as part of 
the Kids Voting program. 

"Talking about voting won't take people off the streets. Talking about voting 
won't provide higher salaries for teachers. Talking about voting won't bring 
people home from the war," Hargrove said. "You got to vote." 

Someone encouraged Kit Crancer, 18, to register last spring at Lindbergh. This 
week he worked the voter registration table. "It made a difference that someone 
asked me to register to vote," Crancer said. "I figured I could make a 
difference if I asked someone." 

Jo Mannies and Justin Gest of the Post-Dispatch 
contributed to this report. 
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JEFFERSON CITY, Mo. -- The Missouri Democratic Party pulled back its first attack-ad against Republican governor candidate Matt Blunt.  It countered one that the state Republican Party began running on Friday against Democratic governor candidate Claire McCaskill. 

    In the Democrats’ ad, the announcer tossed the hypocrite label back at Blunt.  The Republican Party’s spot questions McCaskill's sincerity. 

   Missouri Democratic Party spokesman Jack Cardetti says the party began airing its commercial on Monday to respond as quickly as possible to the Republican spot.  Cardetti says the Democrats' spot has been changed to make it more effective.  It's returning to TV in a form questioning whether voters can believe Blunt.
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Sponsor: Missouri Democratic Party 

Targeted candidate: Matt Blunt, Republican 

Office sought: Governor 

Ad: A 30-second spot began airing late Monday, but within 48 hours, 
Democrats had replaced it with a slightly softer version. Both spots say that 
Democratic gubernatorial nominee Claire McCaskill opposes tax increases and 
that "Blunt's ads" are distorting her record. In the second version, a 
Post-Dispatch ad check that appeared Tuesday is cited as proof. The newspaper 
reported that most taxes McCaskill supported in the House 20 years ago had 
bipartisan backing or were submitted to voters. The first version of the 
Democrats' ad notes that even Blunt's grandfather, former Rep. Leroy Blunt, 
R-Strafford, supported two of the tax measures, including one to improve soil 
and water conservation. The first version of the ad contends that Matt Blunt 
"received a sweetheart property tax break from a political contributor," but 
the word "sweetheart" was removed in the second version. 

Analysis: The Democrats say they are responding to "Matt Blunt's 
ads" and "Matt Blunt's negative attacks," but it was the Missouri Republican 
Party that paid for the anti-McCaskill ads. And while Blunt got a break on his 
property taxes, there's no indication that he had a role in the mix-up that 
resulted in the tax break. The Greene County assessor, Jean Twitty, made two 
errors in assessing Blunt's house. In 2000, before Blunt bought the home, 
Twitty's office incorrectly assigned the home's value to an adjacent vacant 
lot. The adjacent lot owner paid the taxes in 2000 and 2001. Blunt bought the 
home in March 2002. Because of the error, he paid taxes only on the $40,000 
lot, not the $235,000 home. The adjacent lot owner pointed out the error in 
December 2002. Twitty's office then made a second error: Data such as the 
house's square footage were entered for Blunt's lot, but the home's value was 
not calculated. Thus, Blunt again received a tax break for 2003. He paid $325 
on the land alone instead of $1,790 on the land and home. Last month, an 
unsuccessful assessor candidate discovered the second error by looking at a 
photo of Blunt's home on the assessor's Web site. Twitty said she will not 
assess back taxes because it was her error. Blunt's 2004 taxes will reflect the 
home's value.
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MADISON, Wis. - Alongside a Wal-Mart table filled with mums, Clinton Phillips 
helped to demolish a voter registration record, becoming part of one of this 
election season's wild cards. 

In signing up to vote for the first time, Phillips, 21, entered a Wisconsin 
electorate that has swelled by an unprecedented number of 18- to 24-year-olds - 
114,000 - all of them signed up by the nonpartisan New Voter Project. 

The $10 million voter drive claims to have registered one-fifth of all 
potential Wisconsin voters 24 and under. Elsewhere, the organization has 
registered a total of 133,000 young voters in five more election battleground 
states: Iowa, Colorado, Oregon, New Mexico and Nevada. 

Young voters are notorious for lackadaisical voter participation, so experts 
question how many will become sufficiently inspired to show up at the polls in 
November. 

But there's little debate that a turned-on youth vote could tip the balance in 
up-for-grabs states like Wisconsin. 

This election year might be recalled for its range of high-intensity voter 
registration drives featuring a cast of new players ranging from the Hip-Hop 
Summit Action Network, which signs up music fans, to Paddle for the Presidency, 
which aims at unregistered voters along the Mississippi River. The Rock the 
Vote music tour hits St. Louis on Oct. 9 and claims to have registered 800,000 
young people toward a goal of 1 million across the country. 

Meanwhile, partisan drives like that of the liberal-leaning America Coming 
Together are snaring tens of thousands of people in their registration nets. 
And Republicans are including college voters in their "72-hour plan" aimed at 
turning out the GOP vote. 
Freshly registered voters like Phillips, the 21-year-old hotel clerk in 
Wisconsin, often worry that their vote doesn't matter. Speaking outside the 
Wal-Mart, he shook his head, recalling the twisted conclusion to the 2000 
election in which the Supreme Court played a crucial role. 

"How can they say every vote counts after that? It makes you feel really 
small," he said. 







In his office overlooking the Wisconsin Capitol, state elections chief Kevin 
Kennedy keeps a reminder of what transpired in the 2000 presidential election 
on a Post-It note stuck to his computer terminal: the number 5,078 - Democrat 
Al Gore's scant margin of victory over George W. Bush in the state. 

Four years ago, a solid 69 percent of Wisconsin's voting-age population went to 
the polls. This time, Kennedy is telling the state's 1,850 town clerks to be 
prepared for a 75 percent turnout. That higher number reflects the political 
intensity throughout the Badger State, as well as new voters. 

The clerks are chafing under the paperwork of so many newly registered voters, 
and Kennedy blames an unexpected culprit: a dog in St. Louis. 

He was referring to the history of the Help America Vote Act of 2002, which 
contained fraud provisions that grew in part from Sen. Christopher "Kit" Bond's 
refrain in Washington about voter fraud in St. Louis. Bond, R-Mo., continues to 
tell the story of a since-departed English springer spaniel named Ritzy that 
landed temporarily on the city's roll of registered voters in 1994. 

Because of the new federal law, town clerks in Wisconsin - a state known for 
political honesty - must track down identification and carry out other duties 
in the case of first-time registrants. 

"I tell them, that dog in St. Louis is why we have to do this," Kennedy said. 




Battleground again 






Wisconsin state GOP chairman Rick Graber recalls 2000 with a grimace. "Five, 
Zero, Seven, Eight," he says, adding that the outcome triggered Wisconsin's 
biggest Republican grass-roots effort ever this campaign. 

Republicans nationally see Wisconsin as perhaps the best chance for President 
Bush to win a state captured by Democrats in 2000. Of three recent polls in 
Wisconsin, two showed the race neck-and-neck and a third had Bush leading just 
outside the survey's margin of error. 

On Friday, Bush is scheduled for a fourth bus trip in Wisconsin since spring, a 
testament to the GOP commitment to winning the state. 

Graber grumbled that the voter drives are run by paid out-of-staters, whose 
efforts he dismissed as unnecessary given Wisconsin's same-day registration law 
enabling voters to sign up when they vote. 

More important to Republicans, he says, is getting out the GOP base of 
supporters. To that end, he said, the pro-Bush-Cheney effort has rounded up 
nearly 40,000 volunteers in Wisconsin and is making 90,000 phone calls a week. 

At a phone bank last week in the Milwaukee suburb of West Allis, about two 
dozen of those volunteers cradling identical, blue-and-white Nokia cell phones 
read from a script while placing some of those calls. 

"Would you like to avoid long lines on Election Day and vote absentee?" they 
asked, over and over, in hopes of cashing in now on the president's popularity. 

Meanwhile, Kerry thinks so much of Wisconsin that he plans to spend Sunday 
through Wednesday at a resort near Spring Green, just west of Madison, getting 
ready for the first presidential debate next week. 

On Nov. 2, Kerry is banking on get-out-the-vote aid from America Coming 
Together, the "527" independent group that flexed its muscles in the Wisconsin 
primary last week. In a Milwaukee-area congressional race, the group helped 
popular state Sen. Gwen Moore, an African-American, win the Democratic 
nomination and in the process blunted the GOP organizing in vote-rich, racially 
polarized Milwaukee. 

With legendary Green Bay Packers quarterback Bart Starr campaigning with Bush, 
Kerry is intent on not insulting football devotees again as he did recently by 
referring to the Packers' Lambeau Field as "Lambert Field" - the St. Louis 
airport. 

In a measure of this campaign's tenor, two Washington lawyers supporting Bush 
registered an advocacy group to exploit Kerry's verbal blunders. It's name: 
Football Fans for Truth. 



Impact is debated 






Samantha Sibley, 18, has a chance to break a record that she says would make 
her feel good. 

Never before has Sibley, who works for the New Voters Project, registered more 
than 14 young people in a day. A day last week outside a central Wisconsin 
Wal-Mart looked like it could be special. 

With two-thirds of the nation's 18- to 24-year-olds not in college, the 
privately funded New Voters Project is aiming its efforts well beyond campuses. 
Registering college students is relatively easy compared with grabbing young 
adults already in the bustle of working life. 

But Sibley, a June high school graduate who plans to join the Air Force, 
persisted last week. "Hi. How's it going? Are you registered to vote?" she 
would ask everybody who looked youngish. 

Several were conversant about substantive issues in a state where partisans 
have highlighted candidates' military service and a GOP group recently 
lampooned Kerry by holding a "waffle fest," with flip-flops the suggested 
footwear. 

"This nation is headed overwhelmingly in wrong directions," asserted Kyle 
Larson, 23, a rocket science student who then spelled out seven or eight 
reasons why. 

Kelly Wolf, 23, who had stopped to buy a surge protector for her computer, said 
she pays close attention to what Bush says but has grown weary of hearing about 
Iraq. 

She added, "I don't think a lot of people my age feel strongly about either 
side, but I think we feel strongly about what might happen over the next four 
years." 

A short time later, Sibley broke her record by registering 23 voters in 4 1/2 
hours. 

Kerry partisans say their candidate is bound to benefit from a robust turnout 
by newly registered young voters. Analysts respond that there's no way of 
knowing whether they will turn out, let alone how they will vote. 

Pollsters typically don't interview enough younger voters to make their results 
statistically significant - and sometimes run into trouble reaching cell 
phone-loving members of the younger generation. 

Last weekend, a Research 2000 poll of 801 Missouri voters of all ages published 
in the Post-Dispatch showed Bush at 49 percent and Kerry at 42 percent, with 9 
percent undecided. 

The views of young people weren't vastly different, but the sample was too 
small to draw firm conclusions: Among the 128 likely voters ages 18 to 29, Bush 
had 46 percent and Kerry 43 percent, with 11 percent undecided. 

Research 2000's Del Ali said he thinks predictions of a massive surge in youth 
voting could be overblown. But he added that Kerry stands to benefit if the 
newly registered voters prove him wrong. "They may be more fiscally 
conservative than Kerry and their parents were. But the word Iraq is very 
unpopular in that (younger) age group, for obvious reasons," he said. 

R. Doug Lewis, executive director of the Voter Center, an international 
association of voter registration and election officials in Houston, said he 
sees many young voters considerably more conservative than 25 years ago. 

"There's such a changed marketplace out there that some of the assumptions of 
yore don't necessarily fit," he said. 

Lewis asked one of the most important questions about the presidential election 
in Wisconsin and elsewhere. "Can one of these guys really excite the 
imaginations and aspirations of young people?" he said, referring to the 
candidates. 

"Unless you can answer that affirmatively, my guess is that they might not go 
vote in greater numbers than they have in the past." 

Justin Gest of the Post-Dispatch Washington Bureau contributed to this 
report. 
===========================================================================
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Vice President Dick Cheney stoked up Republican supporters in St. Joseph Thursday with tough talk about Democratic challenger John Kerry and a well-received nod to local lore. 

“St. Joe’s famous as the place where Jesse James met his end,” he told 2,800 at a Civic Arena rally. “By the look of things here today, St. Joe will be the end of the Kerry-Edwards campaign.” 

Mr. Cheney, at turns droll and blunt, fed the GOP devotees a steady diet of red meat, praising President Bush for his stand against terrorism, lauding steps taken to cut taxes and chiding Mr. Kerry for indecisiveness. 

He spent most of his half-hour speech discussing threats to national security. He made no mention of St. Joseph plant closings that had the attention of protesters outside. 

In a designated area in front of Civic Arena, one person’s hand-lettered sign listed shuttered local companies — Quaker Oats, Friskies, Stetson, Mead — with the word “closed” next to each and a kicker, “Compliments of Bush-Cheney.” 

In his speech, the vice president said of the economy, “We know there are still challenges out there, in our manufacturing communities, especially. … But this is a strong, growing economy. The Bush tax cuts are working.” 

Mr. Cheney, his wife, Lynne, and Northwest Missouri Congressman Sam Graves flew on Air Force Two from Washington after hearing the morning speech of Iraqi Interim Prime Minister Ayad Allawi to a joint session of Congress. 

The vice president called Mr. Allawi “a brave man” and credited the Bush administration’s stance against terrorism for helping move Iraq toward democracy. 

“Eighteen months ago, (Saddam Hussein) controlled the lives and the fortunes of some 25 million people,” Mr. Cheney said. “Today, he sits in jail.” 

After this praise came invective for Mr. Kerry, who on Thursday said Mr. Allawi put the “best face” on a failed policy in Iraq. 

“I must say I was appalled at the complete lack of respect Sen. Kerry showed for this man of courage,” the vice president said. 

It wasn’t the only criticism Mr. Kerry would endure on this afternoon. Mr. Cheney mocked the Massachusetts senator for changing positions on the war in Iraq. 

“Sen. Kerry says he will always be straight with the American people on the good days and on the bad days,” noted the GOP leader. “In his case, that means when the headlines are good he’s for the war, and when his poll numbers are bad, he’s against it.” 

Mr. Cheney made the administration’s case for economic recovery, claiming the creation of 1.7 million jobs in the last year, low mortgage, interest and inflation rates and rising consumer confidence. 

“In our second term, we will keep moving forward with a pro-growth, pro-jobs agenda,” he said, adding of the Kerry-Edwards ticket, “Their big idea for our economy — raise our taxes.” 

Democrats hold another view on economic conditions, with the party’s national committee sending out statistics Thursday insisting America has lost 1.6 million private-sector jobs since Mr. Bush took office and Missouri households have filed 46 percent more bankruptcies since 2000. 

Organizers from the sponsoring Republican National Committee festooned Civic Arena in red, white and blue, using a large American flag as a backdrop and parking two patriotically painted trailers diagonal to the stage bearing the words, “Leadership Matters.” 

Throughout the event, emceed by Missouri Republican Party Chairman Ann Wagner, also a co-chair of the national committee, predictably partisan lines touched off predictable responses. 

The words “Dan Rather” got boos. The words “Zell Miller” got cheers. The words “John Kerry” sometimes got the “flip-flop-flip-flop” chant. 

From the professional lighting to the American-themed country music, the production values were high for the event, though people who stood on the arena floor throughout the afternoon questioned why the seats in the mezzanine remained unused. 

When the speech ended, confetti cannons sprayed the spectators, giving this rally the feel of a national convention’s closing moments. 

Security for the visiting vice president was high, with law-enforcement officials checking under manhole covers in the hours before the rally and staffing garage and building rooftops in the vicinity of the arena. Buses and other city vehicles were used to block some streets downtown.
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ST. JOSEPH — To see Vice President Dick Cheney campaign here Thursday was to understand the power of modern political celebrity.

Viewed out of the national context — setting aside the bitterness of the presidential campaign, or the sense that even with polls shifting toward President Bush the country seems fairly evenly split — it was as if the crowd were watching and hearing something other than a standard political stump speech.

Despite sounding themes that he has repeated almost daily on the campaign trail, Cheney inspired raucous ovations throughout a slightly modified 26-minute stump speech. Not once did he raise his voice. Save for a wave given upon taking the stage and another as he left, he gestured not a bit. Rather, his hands rested on the lectern, moving only to reach for a glass of water, to nudge his glasses up his nose, to turn the pages of the speech.

His voice rang not quite in monotone, but neither did it find a rhythm.

Yet those in the crowd of 2,800 — loyally and universally Republicans, people who waited hours to see the vice president — leapt to their feet at the slightest swipe at Democrat John Kerry or upon praise of President Bush. And even the most matter-of-fact lines won them over. For saying “Wyoming has only one congressman,” they gave him a hearty laugh.

Thursday's stop was highlighted by adding a few new lines to his favored theme of describing Kerry as too erratic to lead a war against terror.

But it fit easily into a pattern the deadpan vice president has stuck to in a carefully orchestrated cross-country swing. Although all the states Cheney visited were closely contested — Missouri went for Bush by 3 percentage points in 2000, and Buchanan County, home to St. Joseph, went to Al Gore by just 662 votes — his appearances have all come before Bush-Cheney supporters, either at invitation-only stops or at ticketed Republican National Committee rallies.

Many were at small, out-of-the-way towns such as Ottumwa, Iowa (pop. 25,000), Blytheville, Ark. (pop. 18,000) and Clarksburg, W.Va. (pop. 17,000). Such places are the heart of the GOP's heartland base, and attendees unabashedly proclaimed their faith in God, their support for the troops and their desire for lower taxes.

“He's a Christian and he's trustworthy,” said Betty Lloyd, a retiree from Bridgeport, W.Va., explaining her enthusiasm for Cheney and President Bush. “I see them doing the right thing whether the American people like it or not.”

Cheney's low-key campaign style — he comes across more as an avuncular professor with firm opinions than as a fiery partisan — reinforces that image.

He gravely nods as he calmly lays out the cases for making the Bush tax cuts permanent, despite increases in the federal deficit and in government spending; for ending “lawsuit abuse” to reduce health-care costs; and for going “on the offense” against terrorists before they can acquire nuclear weapons, which Cheney ominously calls “the biggest danger we face today.”

He defends the war in Iraq by saying “there was a relationship” between Saddam Hussein's regime and al-Qaida, an assertion that despite its vagueness isn't supported by the Sept. 11 commission or by U.S. intelligence officials, who found evidence of sporadic meetings but no operational relationship.

Gwen Griscom, a math teacher, left a roundtable discussion with Cheney in Albuquerque, N.M., impressed by what she called his “strong moral compass.”

In St. Joseph, 66-year-old Margaret Chisolm said “he's about the only person I can think of I'd stand up for hours to see. It just makes you feel good to see someone so steady.”

Indeed, no adjective peppers his speeches so consistently as “steadfast.”

Cheney also fully embraces the traditional role of the No. 2 on the ticket by blasting the Democratic opposition. But even then, Cheney's voice rarely, if ever, rises above his dry-as-dust Wyoming twang (he was a U.S. congressman from that Rocky Mountain state) as he levels one charge after another at the Democratic nominee.

“On November 2nd, America faces a choice between a strong and steadfast president and his opponent, who seems to adopt a new position every day,” Cheney said. On Iraq, he said Kerry's criticisms this week “endorse many of the same goals President Bush has been pursuing for months.”

In blasting Kerry as a finger-to-the-wind politician, Cheney said “our troops, our allies and our enemies must know where America stands.”

The vice president had begun the day in Washington, listening to interim Iraqi Prime Minister Ayad Allawi telling Congress that his country is on the way to democratic renewal. Then he returned to his fly-around campaign. He echoed words that Bush had used earlier in the day that compared how an exiled Allawi had braved ax-wielding killers sent by Hussein in London years ago, and that Kerry was off-base in criticizing the new Iraqi leader as giving too rosy a picture of the move to stability in Iraq.

“There is progress not being reported in the American media,” Cheney said. “I was appalled at the complete lack of respect John Kerry showed this man … the man America must stand beside.”

Outside the St. Joseph Civic Arena, a few hundred protesters waved “no blood for oil” signs, mock pink slips for Bush and Cheney and taunted those coming and going to Cheney's speech. That sparked chants of “four more years” from the Republican faithful, which begat retorts of “40 more days.”

Inside the hall there was no confrontation. The stage was the usual campaign mix of red, white and blue propped up for television cameras — more so than the crowd, about third of which could not see Cheney because they were left behind an elevated platform for the media.

Cheney's personal appearances go a long way in places such as St. Joseph, Ottumwa and Clarksburg. Local papers and television stations provide blanket, and generally positive, coverage of his visits. (In Clarksburg, 23 media credentials were issued, almost all of them to local reporters. It was roughly the same in St. Joseph.)

“When a national politician visits a small town, the town not only rallies, they remember it for 50 years,” said Robert Rupp, a political scientist at West Virginia Wesleyan College.

Most important, the visits fire up local Republicans in an election in which turning out the base could be the difference between defeat and victory.

Campaign officials think the appearances are important because they can turn supporters into hard-core volunteers.

That's especially important in many stops on Cheney's itinerary. Various polls put swing-state Missouri in Bush's column by increasing, but not overwhelming, margins.

“St. Joseph is famous as the place where Jesse James met his end,” Cheney said Thursday, “and by the looks of things here today, St. Joe will be the end of the Kerry-Edwards campaign.”
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Wearing a “Veterans for Bush” button, Richard Gibson, with his girlfriend, Allison Pink, was the first person in line at Civic Arena Thursday to see Vice President Dick Cheney. 

Mr. Gibson served with the Marines in Iraq and said he wanted to do everything he could to support President Bush. 

“Having been over there and seeing what we’ve done for the Iraqi people, I, 100 percent without a doubt, support President Bush and his decision to go into Iraq,” Mr. Gibson said. 

Mr. Cheney’s speech focused heavily on national-security issues and the crowd of 2,800 gave an enthusiastic response. The rally participants, standing or seated on the floor of the arena, interrupted the speech frequently with applause. 

Nancy Lucas said she thought Mr. Cheney’s speech was upbeat and factual. 

“I think we’re more secure,” said Ms. Lucas, who’s son served in Afghanistan. “We haven’t been struck again.” 

“They’re protecting the homeland. We are safe,” said Nancy Pilgram. 

The crowd also seemed to warm to Mr. Cheney personally, who made several self-deprecating jokes. George Hopkins was especially pleased that Lynne Cheney accompanied her husband to St. Joseph. 

“It means a lot to me,” Mr. Hopkins said. 

The audience included many families with children. Natalie and Ali Colboch said they came out to support Bush and Cheney and thought it was exciting when the vice president walked out onto the stage. 

The crowd cheered enthusiastically over several issues, including Mr. Cheney’s support of pro-life judges and the desire to keep the words “under God” in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

With hundreds of Bush-Cheney signs waving in the air and falling confetti, the rally provided a big dose of excitement 40 days before the election. It’s sure to spill over into the ballot box, said Steve Oliver of Savannah, Mo. 

“Especially if we all get out and work a little bit,” he said.
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"Ladies and gentlemen, please join me in welcoming to St. Joe, my friend, Vice President of the United States, Dick Cheney!" That`s how U.S. Representative from Missouri Sam Graves introduced the second-in-command today at St. Joseph`s Civic Arena. Cheney began his speech with humor, but also had some serious moments during his 30-minute speech. About the war against terror, Cheney says, "There is a difference between leading a coalition of many nations and submitting to the objections of a few. We will never seek a permission slip to defend the United States of America." He also turned his attention to our soldiers fighting overseas. Cheney said going to war was one of President Bush`s most difficult decisions, but insists he made the right decision. The Vice President also said the biggest danger America faces is if nuclear weapons technology falls into the wrong hands. Today`s Bush-Cheney rally was also a show -- much like a concert or sporting event. Just before Cheney and the nation`s second lady hit the stage, the Civic Arena`s ambient lighting was turned off, a professional sound system provided non-stop music whenever someone wasn`t talking and even the lighting system was first-rate. Although Cheney`s speech had its solemn moments, it also had just as many lighter antidotes. The Vice President quipped, "As I said in my convention speech in New York City, I`m mindful that I now have an opponent. People keep telling me Senator Edwards got picked for his charm, his good looks, his sex-appeal, his great hair. I said, "How do you think I got the job?" At the Vice President`s close, ticker-tape cannons blew celebratory confetti all over the crowd. Cheney then came down from the stage and shook hands with people in the first couple of rows on the arena`s floor.
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WASHINGTON - (KRT) - Iraqi interim Prime Minister Iyad Allawi on Thursday thanked Americans for their sacrifices in Iraq and promised that violence would not stop planned elections in January.

In an emotional speech to a joint session of Congress, Allawi sketched out an optimistic future for a country beset by terrorism, ethnic tensions and economic difficulties. He acknowledged the problems but insisted that Iraq is well on its way to becoming a stable democracy and a U.S. ally.

"Thank you, America," Allawi said to members of Congress. "We the people of the new Iraq will remember those who have stood by us. And as generous as you have been, we will stand with you, too."

At a later news conference with President Bush, the Iraqi leader urged other nations to help Iraq emerge from the "dark ages of tyranny, aggression and corruption."

Allawi, who acknowledged that he lives under the constant threat of assassination, pledged to stick with the election timetable, despite expectations of more violence before the elections. He said that 15 of the 18 Iraqi provinces are already secure enough to hold elections.

"The Iraqi elections may not be perfect. They may not be the best elections Iraq will ever hold. They will undoubtedly be an excuse for violence from those who disparage and despise liberty," Allawi said. "But they will take place."

Shortly after Allawi's visit to the Capitol, Defense Secretary Donald Rumsfeld suggested that as much as one-fourth of Iraq could be too dangerous to participate in the elections.

"Let's say you tried to have an election, and you could have it in three-quarters or four-fifths of the country, but some places, you couldn't because the violence was too great. Well, so be it," Rumsfeld told the Senate Armed Services Committee. "So you have an election that's not quite perfect."

But other aspects of Allawi's upbeat assessment also were called into question. Although Bush and Allawi cited progress in training Iraqi security forces, State Department figures indicate that fewer than half of the 85,000 Iraqi police and fewer than 40 percent of the 12,700-member Iraqi army have received training.

And even with the untrained recruits, the security force is still far short of the goal of 213,000 police officers and 23,600 soldiers.

Meanwhile, Iraq's insurgency has grown larger and more violent and expanded the territory under its control.

"The situation in Iraq needs a great deal more than a visit from Prime Minister Allawi and more election-oriented reassurances," said security expert Anthony Cordesman at a Wednesday forum on Iraq at the Center for Strategic and International Studies. "There is a clear need to explain U.S. goals in Iraq, explain how the United States is reacting to the rising insurgency and set forth a clear U.S. plan to support the elections in Iraq, create effective Iraqi security forces and implement an effective aid program."

Democratic presidential candidate John Kerry questioned whether Iraq would be ready for national elections in January.

"I want democracy to take hold. But at the moment, I think most people would tell you that the United States and the Iraqis have retreated from whole areas of Iraq," Kerry said during a visit to a fire station in Columbus, Ohio. "You can't hold an election in a no-go zone."

White House officials used Allawi's visit to try to shore up support for the Iraq war at a time when American resolve is being tested by the mounting death toll and signs of spreading chaos. But Allawi said he didn't come to Washington to get involved in U.S. politics.

"I am a tool of nobody," he said Thursday evening at a meeting of the Council on Foreign Relations.

Bush and Allawi seemed to hit it off as they stood in front of U.S. and Iraqi flags at a joint news conference earlier Thursday in the White House Rose Garden.

Allawi, a former neurologist who survived a 1978 ax attack by agents of former Iraqi leader Saddam Hussein, nodded along as Bush stressed his determination to complete Iraq's transition from dictatorship to democracy.

"We're sickened by the atrocities, but we'll never be intimidated," Bush said, referring to the recent spate of suicide bombings and the beheading of two American hostages.

But Bush backtracked a bit from two of his previous statements on Iraq. He said he used "an unfortunate word" earlier this week when he suggested that U.S. intelligence officials were "guessing" when they offered a downbeat assessment of the outlook for Iraq. The intelligence assessment of Iraq's future offered scenarios ranging from a tenuous security situation to all-out civil war.

"I should have used `estimate'" Bush said. "This CIA came and said, `This is a possibility.' ... But what's important for the American people to hear is reality."

Bush also retreated from his earlier assertion that "a handful of people" are using terrorism to try to thwart the planned Iraqi elections.

"My point is that a few people, relative to the whole, are trying to stop the march to freedom," Bush said.

Bush suggested Thursday that Iraqis are more upbeat about their country's future than Americans are about theirs, citing polls.

"I'm not the expert on how the Iraqi people think, because I live in America, where it's nice and safe and secure. But talk to this man," he said of Allawi.

On Capitol Hill, lawmakers gave Allawi a warm welcome and repeatedly interrupted his speech with applause and cheers. Republicans were noticeably more enthusiastic than Democrats.

"That man's got the biggest bull's eye in the world on his back," said Sen. Jim Talent, R-Mo.

Many Democrats, however, doubted Allawi's optimistic portrait of progress in Iraq. "I have had nine soldiers die from my district, all under the age of 30," said Rep. Hilda Solis, D-Calif. "I continue to hear the outcry from my community that they want their children to come home."

Sen. Joseph Biden, D-Del., the senior Democrat on the Senate Foreign Relations Committee, said Allawi took a somewhat different tone in a private meeting. Biden told reporters that Allawi and his defense minister expressed frustration over not having enough people to train the Iraqi army and police. He said Allawi also expressed concern about insurgents crossing into Iraq over its porous borders with Syria and Iran.
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Vice President Dick Cheney in Warrenton today again complained that 
Democratic presidential nominee John Kerry had been disrespectful in his 
remarks about Iraqi Prime Minister Ayad Allawi's visit to Washington on 
Thursday.

"He's a brave and determined leader and I was appalled at the complete lack 
of respect Senator Kerry showed for this man," Cheney said, echoing comments he 
made the night before in St. Joseph, Mo.

"He said thank you, America. He noted the struggle in Iraq is tough, there 
have been and there will be setbacks. He also knows there is progress sometimes 
not being reported in the American media." 

Kerry on Thursday had said Allawi's optimistic assessment of postwar Iraq 
was contradicted by his own past statements as well as the reality on the 
ground.

Cheney, making his eighth campaign stop in Missouri this year, spoke to an 
enthusiastic crowd of more than 1,000 people at a Republican rally at the 
Warren County Fairgrounds.

Cheney also said Kerry had suggested that Iraq wasn't a home for terrorists 
before the U.S. deposed Saddam Hussein.

"Ladies and gentleman, Saddam himself is a terrorist," the vice president 
said, drawing cheers of agreement from the crowd.

Cheney said Saddam provided safe haven for terrorists over the years, made 
$25,000 payments to families of suicide bombers against Israel and "had a 
relationship with Al-Qaeda."

The vice president spoke for about 25 minutes, repeating familiar GOP 
campaign themes -- such as its accusation that Kerry had flip-flopped on Iraq 
and other issues. Cheney was introduced by his wife, Lynne Cheney., Also 
speaking was the area's GOP Congressman, Rep. Kenny Hulshof of Columbia, and 
other party leaders.

State Democrats struck back quickly. Lt,. Gov. Joe Maxwell, the vice-chairman 
of the Missouri Kerry campaign, said in a telephone interview that Cheney and 
President George W. Bush were using "scare tactics based on the fears of 
terrorism" in an attempt to continue to mislead the public that there was a 
connection between the Sept. 11 attacks and the war in Iraq.

Maxwell said "they have no record to run on" when it comes to helping create 
jobs and fund health care for working families.

The Associated Press contributed information for this article.
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LAFAYETTE, La. (AP) - Vice President Dick Cheney (website - news - bio) said Friday that John Kerry (website - news - bio) would be a weak opponent for terrorists or other enemies. 

The Democratic presidential nominee "has given every indication of a lack of resolve and conviction to prevail" in Iraq, Cheney said. 

"America faces a choice between a strong and a steadfast president and his opponent who seems to adopt a new position every day," Cheney said. 

Cheney repeated criticism he levied Thursday that Kerry had been disrespectful to interim Iraq Prime Minister Ayad Allawi.
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Nearly 300 protesters offered Dick Cheney a pink slip Thursday afternoon, with jobs resonating as the critical issue among Northwest Missouri’s opposition to the Bush-Cheney campaign. 

The protesters for the most part stayed within the “observation area” on the east side of Civic Arena, chanting and carrying signs. About a dozen police were posted along the block, but they made no arrests. 

Before Mr. Cheney’s arrival, the Missouri AFL-CIO held a news conference at 11 a.m. on the corner of Fifth and Felix streets. The speakers included union representatives and several laid-off workers from MeadWestvaco, Stetson Hats and Quaker Oats. 

“It’s an audacity that this administration would even come to this town,” said Rick Riesterer, president of United Cereal Workers Local 125th in St. Joseph. “There’s nothing this administration has done to address the jobs we have lost in this country. Right here is the war, right here in the United States. It’s a disgrace, and this administration is a disgrace.” 

Jerry Helmick, executive board member of Missouri AFL-CIO, said the economy and jobs, not the war in Iraq, “have to be the issue” in this year’s presidential race. 

“We’re here this morning expressing our concerns about the desolation of jobs in Northwest Missouri,” he said. “… We want to express to Mr. Cheney today that they don’t care about our families and our jobs. All they care about is sending our money and our boys and girls to Iraq. What we need is a real plan. Probably the only one that has a real plan to bring jobs back to America is John Kerry and John Edwards.” 

In the early afternoon, the protesters organized outside the Democratic headquarters at the Montee Law Firm. At 2 p.m. they walked from Sixth and Francis streets carrying the pink slips and chanting against Mr. Cheney and in favor of jobs and Mr. Kerry. 

They arrived at the arena as the crowd to hear Mr. Cheney was lining up a half-block away along Felix Street. The signs included “Outsource Bush,” “No Blood for Oil” and “Bush Cheated,” which was a mock of the official Bush-Cheney logo. 

“We just have to get Bush out of office,” said Cindy Wise, who came from of Fillmore, Mo. to take part in the protest. “You hear on the news that Missouri is going to the Republicans. As a lifelong Democrat, I don’t think we can take four more years of this administration.” 

Her mother, Margaret Petty of St. Joseph, said the war in Iraq, deficit spending and outsourcing of jobs are her top three reasons for wanting to vote Mr. Bush and Mr. Cheney out of office. 

The crowd grew loud again as Mr. Cheney’s supporters left the arena, and as the Republicans shouted “Four more years,” the protesters responded “Forty more days.” There were several shouting matches between individuals, but there were also ironic moments when a friend greeted a friend from across the yellow police tape. 

Derek Ward, secretary of the Buchanan County Democratic Central Committee, said support for the protest began the minute Mr. Cheney’s visit was announced. The crowd was nearly double the anticipated size of 150 people. 

“They’ve exceeded that expectation,” Mr. Ward said. “People are so frustrated with outsourcing jobs, especially locally. Everyone in town knows someone who has been affected by the job cuts. Then to have them tell us ‘The economy is good, just hold on’ — they’ve had their four years, and I think the record speaks for itself.”
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AUDIENCE: Four more years! Four more years! Four more years! 

THE VICE PRESIDENT: Thank you. Thank you. 

MALE AUDIENCE MEMBER: We love you. (Laughter.) 

THE VICE PRESIDENT: Why is it always the guys who say we love you? (Laughter.) All right. Well, I want to thank you for that warm welcome. It's great to be here in St. Joseph. And this of course -- 

FEMALE AUDIENCE MEMBER: We love you, too. (Laughter and applause.) 

THE VICE PRESIDENT: All right. Okay. (Laughter.) I'm losing my train of thought here. (Laughter.) St. Joe is famous as the place where Jesse James met his end. And by the looks of things here today, St. Joe will be the end of the Kerry-Edwards campaign. (Applause.) 

Lynne has known me since I was 14 years old. She wouldn't go out with me until I was 17. (Laughter.) And I tell folks that we actually got married because Dwight Eisenhower got elected President -- because in 1952, I was a youngster living in Lincoln, Nebraska with my folks. Dad worked for the Soil Conservation Service. Eisenhower got elected, he reorganized part of the government, Dad got transferred to Casper, Wyoming, which is where I met Lynne. And we grew up together, went to high school together, and a couple of weeks ago marked our 40th wedding anniversary. (Applause.) I explained if it hadn't been for Eisenhower's victory, Lynne would have married somebody else. (Laughter.) She said, right, and now he'd be Vice President of the United States. (Laughter and applause.) Sam liked that one, so -- (Laughter.) 

But Lynne and I have been traveling across the country talking about that tremendous convention we had in New York City. (Applause.) President Bush laid out a clear, forward looking plan to make America more hopeful and the world more secure. 

The President and I are tremendously grateful for all of our supporters in Missouri. Here and across the country, we've got strong backing from Republicans and independents. And we're proud to have the support of so many Democrats like Georgia's Senator Zell Miller. (Applause.) The President and I were proud to carry Missouri in 2000. We're going to work even harder to earn your support this year. We've been to Missouri many times -- and you'll be seeing more of us. With your help, we are going to win this state and we are going to win this election. (Applause.) 

AUDIENCE: Four more years! Four more years! Four more years! 

THE VICE PRESIDENT: Now, I had the pleasure of having your Congressman, Sam Graves, travel with me to St. Joe today. He came out with us from Washington. I know a little bit about the Congress. I was the congressman from Wyoming for 10 years. Wyoming only has one congressman. (Laughter.) It's a small delegation. (Laughter.) But it was quality. (Applause.) 

But I've gotten to know Sam and watched him work, and he does a superb job for all of you here in Missouri. We're proud to have him in the House of Representatives. (Applause.) 

And let me also say you've got two great senators in Kit Bond and Jim Talent. They're doing great work. And the President and I are proud to be on the ballot this year with Sam, with Kit, with your candidate for governor, Matt Blunt. (Applause.) 

As I said in my convention speech in New York City, I'm mindful that I now have an opponent. (Laughter.) People keep telling me Senator Edwards got picked for his charm, his good looks, his sex appeal, his great hair. I said, "How do you think I got the job?" (Applause.) 

But in all seriousness, this is serious business this year. This is an important election -? an election that could not come at a more crucial time in our history. Today we face an enemy every bit as intent on destroying us as the Axis powers were in World War II. From the night of September 11th to this day, America has left no doubt about where we stand. We have no illusions about the nature of this struggle, or the character of the enemy we face. The beheading of American hostages this week is another grim reminder of the evil nature of our adversaries. This is not an enemy we can reason with, or negotiate with, or appease. This is, to put it simply, an enemy that we must destroy. (Applause.) And with George W. Bush as our Commander-in-Chief, that is exactly what we will do. (Applause.) 

I'm sure many of you heard Rudy Giuliani's remarks at the convention. He remembered the attacks of 9/11, and remembered at one point turning to his police commissioner, Bernie Kerik, and saying, "Thank God George W. Bush is our President." (Applause.) 

Under the President's leadership, we have reached around the world to capture and kill hundreds of al Qaeda. In Afghanistan, the camps where terrorists trained to kill Americans have been shut down, and the Taliban driven from power. In Iraq, we dealt with a gathering threat, and removed the regime of Saddam Hussein. (Applause.) Eighteen months ago, he controlled the lives and the fortunes of some 25 million people. Today, he sits in jail. (Applause.) 

This morning Sam and I sat in the Chamber of the House of Representatives as Ayad Allawi, the Prime Minister of a free Iraq, addressed the Congress and said, thank you America. (Applause.) He noted the struggle in Iraq was tough, and that there have been and there will be setbacks. But he also noted that there is progress not being reported in the American media. Iraqi children are in school, and Iraqi security forces are being trained. The country is on a course toward free elections. Prime Minister Allawi is a brave man. (Applause.) 

Some years ago, Saddam Hussein sent assassins after the Prime Minister -- with axes. They tried to hack him to death in his own bed. He survived the attack. He's a brave and a determined leader. And I must say I was appalled at the complete lack of respect Senator Kerry showed for this man of courage -- 

AUDIENCE: Booo! 

THE VICE PRESIDENT: -- when he rushed to hold a press conference and attack the Prime Minister, a man America must stand beside to defeat the terrorists. (Applause.) John Kerry is trying to tear down all the good that has been accomplished, and his words are destructive to our effort in Iraq and in the global war on terror. As Prime Minister Allawi said in his speech, and I quote, "When political leaders sound the siren of defeatism in the face of terrorism, it only encourages more violence." End quote. (Applause.) 

President Bush's steadfast leadership and clear determination send a very different signal. Just five days after Saddam Hussein was captured, the government of Libya agreed to abandon its nuclear weapons program and turn the materials over to the United States. (Applause.) 

The biggest danger we face today is having nuclear weapons technology fall into the hands of terrorists. The President is working with many countries in a global effort to end the trade and transfer of these deadly technologies. The most important result thus far -- and it is a very important one -- is that the black-market network that supplied nuclear weapons technology to Libya, as well as to Iran and North Korea, has been shut down. (Applause.) The world's worst source of nuclear proliferation is out of business -- and we are safer as a result. 

We could not have succeeded in these efforts without the help of dozens of countries around the world. We will always seek international support for international efforts, but as President Bush has made very clear, there is a difference between leading a coalition of many nations and submitting to the objections of a few. We will never seek a permission slip to defend the United States of America. (Applause.) 

America faces a choice on November 2nd between a strong and steadfast President and his opponent, who seems to adopt a new position every day. 

AUDIENCE: Flip-flop! Flip-flop! Flip-flop! 

THE VICE PRESIDENT: Earlier this week, John Kerry gave us yet another position on the war in Iraq. He attacked the progress we are making and the policies we have implemented. Yet despite all the harsh rhetoric, Senator Kerry endorsed many of the same goals President Bush has been pursuing in Iraq for months. Senator Kerry also said that under his leadership, more of America's friends would speak with one voice on Iraq. That seems a little odd coming from a guy who doesn't speak with one voice himself. (Laughter and applause.) 

By his repeated efforts to recast and redefine the war on terror and our operations in Iraq and Afghanistan, Senator Kerry has given every indication that he lacks the resolve, the determination, and the conviction to prevail in the conflict we face. The position Senator Kerry adopted most recently seems to be that he would not have supported the use of force to remove Saddam Hussein's regime, and that removing Saddam has somehow weakened our national security. 

AUDIENCE: Booo! 

THE VICE PRESIDENT: Nine months ago when Howard Dean took a similar position during the Democratic primaries, Senator Kerry said, and I quote: "Those who doubted whether Iraq or the world would be better off without Saddam Hussein, and those who believe today that we are not safer with his capture, don't have the judgment to be President or the credibility to be elected President." End quote. (Applause.) The only thing I have to say to that is, I'm Dick Cheney and I approve this message. (Applause.) 

AUDIENCE: Four more years! Four more years! Four more years! 

THE VICE PRESIDENT: All the shifts Senator Kerry has made are troubling, but there is one that really stands out. It starts with Senator Kerry and his running mate, Senator Edwards, voting in favor of using force against Saddam Hussein. But then, when it came time to vote for funds that would provide our fighting men and women with body armor, ammunition, jet fuel, and spare parts, Senators Kerry and Edwards voted no. 

AUDIENCE: Booo! 

THE VICE PRESIDENT: Only 12 members of the United States Senate opposed the funding that would provide vital resources for our troops. Only four Senators voted for the use of force and against the resources our men and women in uniform needed once they were in combat. Only four. And Senators Kerry and Edwards were two of those four. 

AUDIENCE: Booo! 

THE VICE PRESIDENT: At first Senator Kerry said he didn't really oppose the funding. He both supported and opposed it. (Laughter.) He said, and I quote, "I actually voted for the $87 billion before I voted against it." (Laughter.) That certainly clears things up. (Laughter.) Lately he's been saying he's proud that he and John Edwards voted no, and explains his decision was "complicated." (Laughter.) But funding American troops in combat should never be a complicated question. (Applause.) We need a President who will back our troops 100 percent, and that's exactly what we've got in George W. Bush. (Applause.) 

Senator Kerry said that leadership starts with telling the truth, but the American people know that true leadership also requires the ability to make a decision. True leadership is sticking with that decision in the face of political pressure, and true leadership is standing for your principles regardless of your audience, or who you've just hired as a political advisor. (Applause.) 

Senator Kerry says he will always be straight with the American people on the good days and on the bad days. In his case, that means when the headlines are good he's for the war, and when his poll numbers are bad, he's against it. (Laughter.) 

These are not times for leaders who shift with the political winds, saying one thing one day and another the next. Our troops, our allies, and our enemies must know where America stands. The President of the United States must be clear and consistent. In his years in Washington, John Kerry has been one of a hundred votes in the United States Senate -- and fortunately on matters of national security, his views rarely prevailed. But the presidency is an entirely different proposition. A senator can be wrong for 20 years, without consequence to the nation. But a President -- a President -- always casts the deciding vote. And in this time of challenge, America needs -- and America has -- a President we can count on to get it right. (Applause.) 

AUDIENCE: Four more years! Four more years! Four more years! 

THE VICE PRESIDENT: President Bush knows that our dedicated servicemen and women represent the very best of the United States of America. (Applause.) And I want to thank them and all the veterans with us here today for what they have done for all of us. (Applause.) One of the most important commitments the President made during the 2000 campaign was that our armed forces would be given the resources they need and the respect they deserve -- and he has kept his word to the United States military. (Applause.) 

On Iraq, Senator Kerry has disagreed with many of his fellow Democrats. But Senator Kerry's liveliest disagreement is with himself. (Laughter.) His back-and-forth reflects a habit of indecision, and sends a message of confusion. And it is all part of a pattern. He has, in the last few years, been for the No Child Left Behind Act -- and against it. He has spoken for the North American Free Trade Agreement -- and against it. He is for the Patriot Act -- and against it. Senator Kerry says he sees two Americas. 

AUDIENCE: Flip-flop! Flip-flop! Flip-flop! 

THE VICE PRESIDENT: It makes the whole thing mutual -- America sees two John Kerrys. (Laughter and applause.) 

Our country requires strong and consistent leadership for our actions overseas, as well as our policies here at home. When President Bush and I stood on the inaugural platform on the west front of the Capitol and took the oath of office, our economy was sliding into recession. Then, on 9/11, terrorists struck our nation and shook the economy once again. We faced a basic decision -- to leave more money with families and businesses, or to take more of the American people's hard-earned money for the federal government. President Bush made his choice. He proposed and he delivered tax savings to the American people -- not once, not twice, but three times. (Applause.) 

Every American who pays federal income taxes has benefited from the Bush tax cuts -- and so has the economy. We've created jobs for the last 12 consecutive months -- a total of 1.7 million new jobs over the last year -- including 144,000 new jobs last month. Mortgage rates, interest rates, and inflation are all low. Consumers are confident, businesses are investing, and families are taking home more of what they earn. 

We're seeing record exports for farm products. Farm income is up. Our farm economy is strong and that is good for our entire nation. (Applause.) 

We know there are still challenges out there -- in our manufacturing communities, especially. The President and I will not be satisfied until every American who wants to work can find a job. But this is a strong, growing economy. The Bush tax cuts are working. (Applause.) 

Our accomplishments these last four years have made America safer, stronger, and better. They also demonstrate something about the character of our President. He didn't go to the White House to mark time, or to spend his energy on small goals. He went to take on the big issues, and to make serious reforms. He has led with confidence, with clear vision, and unwavering purpose. He's made hard choices, and kept his word. And that's exactly how he will lead this country for the next four years. (Applause.) 

In our second term, we will keep moving forward with a pro-growth, pro-jobs agenda. We will work to make the Bush tax cuts permanent. And to help families and small businesses, we will lead a bipartisan effort to reform and simplify the federal tax code. (Applause.) 

We will work to end lawsuit abuse. (Applause.) We know it's a lot easier for America's businesses to hire new workers if they don't have to keep hiring lawyers. (Applause.) We will work for medical liability reform because we know the cost of malpractice insurance is creating a crisis, not only in Missouri, but all across the nation. (Applause.) America's doctors should be able to spend their time healing patients, not fighting off frivolous lawsuits. (Applause.) 

Our opponents have a very different vision for the country. They opposed our tax relief, now they're proposing massive increases in federal spending. They helped block our energy plan in the Senate. They oppose effective reform of our legal system, and they're against medical liability reform. Their big idea for the economy: raise our taxes. 

AUDIENCE: Booo! 

THE VICE PRESIDENT: President Bush and I will also continue to defend society's fundamental rights and values. We stand for a culture of life, and reject the brutal practice of partial birth abortion. (Applause.) We stand strongly for the Second Amendment, and we'll defend the individual right of every American to bear arms. (Applause.) We believe that our nation is "one nation under God." (Applause.) And we believe Americans ought to be able to say so when they pledge allegiance to the flag. (Applause.) 

There shouldn't be any question about this -- and there wouldn't be if we had more reasonable judges on the federal bench. (Applause.) The Democrats in the Senate have been doing everything they can -- including using the filibuster -- to keep the President's sensible, mainstream nominees off the federal bench. 

AUDIENCE: Booo! 

THE VICE PRESIDENT: Now they are hoping to wait the President out. But I've got news for them. That's not going to happen because we're going to win this election. (Applause.) 

AUDIENCE: Four more years! Four more years! Four more years! 

THE VICE PRESIDENT: On issue after issue, President Bush has a clear vision for the future of our nation. America has come to know him, and I have come to admire him very much. I watch him at work every day. He's a person of loyalty and kindness, a man who speaks plainly and means what he says. I have seen him face some of the hardest decisions that can come to the man in the Oval Office -- and make those decisions with the wisdom and humility that Americans expect in their President. 

Abroad, under President Bush's leadership, we will use America's great power to serve great purposes, to protect our homeland by turning back and defeating the forces of terror, and to spread hope and freedom around the world. (Applause.) Here at home, we will continue to build a prosperity that reaches every corner of the land so that every child in America has a chance to learn, to succeed, and to rise in the world. (Applause.) 

The President and I are honored by your confidence in us, and by your commitment to the cause we all share. President Bush and I will wage this effort with complete confidence in the judgment of the American people. The signs are good -- here in Missouri, and even in Massachusetts. (Applause.) According to a news account, people leaving the Democratic National Convention in July asked a Boston policeman for directions. He replied, "Leave here -- and go vote Republican." (Applause.) 

President Bush and I are honored to have the support of that police officer, and of Democrats, Republicans, and independents from every calling in American life. We're grateful to our many friends across the great state of Missouri. I want to thank you for the tremendous welcome today. We're proud to have you on the team. And together, on November 2nd, we'll see our cause forward to victory. 

Thank you. (Applause.) 
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For the first time, members of the U.S. armed forces stationed in Iraq or other international hot spots can use e-mail to vote in the Nov. 2 election if their legal residence is Missouri, North Dakota or Utah.

Stateline.org - Those three states are pioneers in trying to make it easier for U.S. troops based overseas to cast absentee ballots. But the effort is not without its critics, who say the program raises privacy concerns and fears about possible vote tampering.
E-voting is designed to speed up the delivery of servicemen's absentee ballots, which up to now have been mailed back or, in certain states, faxed in. A paper ballot is to be scanned and e-mailed to the Defense Department, which then will fax it to local election offices. Deployed soldiers have easier access to computer equipment than fax machines these days, officials say.

Missouri Secretary of State Matt Blunt, a Republican who is running for governor this election, decided to offer the e-mail option after military voters reported problems with mail-in ballots in the 2000 presidential race and as recently as the state's Aug. 3 primary.

"Secretary Blunt just feels it's very important that military men and women get the right to vote because they are making such tremendous sacrifices," said Terry Durdaller, Blunt's spokeswoman.

Problems with military absentee votes gained national attention in Florida in 2000 when hundreds of ballots - many lacking the proper postmarks or signatures - were thrown out.

Twenty-nine states require overseas ballots to be mailed back, while others also allow them to be faxed in. Most states require ballots to be received by Election Day to be counted, but some, such as Florida and Ohio, grant a grace period as long as the absentee ballots are signed by Election Day.

The Pentagon had been planning to offer the option of sending ballots via e-mail voting to a wider sample of military voters in November. But, citing security concerns, it abandoned in January its $22 million pilot program called SERVE, which would have offered e-mail balloting to military voters in seven states - Arkansas, Florida, Hawaii, North Carolina, South Carolina, Utah and Washington. Security concerns also pre-empted a pilot program that would have let about 250 overseas military members vote on the Internet in the 2000 election.

Now, groups that protested the failed Pentagon program are raising the same concerns about state-level e-voting initiatives.

"There are good reasons why the secret ballot is the foundation of our democracy," said Barbara Simons, a member of the National Committee for Voting Integrity, a voting security watchdog group. "To blithely give it up and to blithely let our fighting soldiers give it up is just outrageous, to say nothing of the many opportunities for fraud."

In Missouri, the perception of potential for fraud is compounded because Blunt will oversee an election in which he is also a candidate, Simons said. If Missouri's voters are closely divided in the presidential race, as some projections show, the state's voting methods could be subject to even more scrutiny, she said.

Statistics indicating that military members tend to vote Republican also could fuel skepticism, Simons said.

But Blunt's spokeswoman refuted the concerns, pointing out that other Missouri secretaries of state have retained the office while seeking another.

All three states that will accept e-mailed military ballots are holding gubernatorial elections this year.

The Democratic and Republican parties and the Pentagon have been pushing to register civilian and military voters abroad before November. With the U.S. war on terrorism, there are 500,000 military members stationed overseas this year, significantly more than in 2000, increasing the potential number of absentee votes.

As of mid-July, Defense Department officials reported that 340,000 absentee ballots for the November election already had been sent to military members overseas - about 90,000 more than in all of 2000.

"We need a system where we're not conducting voting like we did in World War II or the Korean War - by shipping little pieces of paper across the world," said Sam Wright, director of the Military Voting Rights Project, a group that favors alternative balloting mechanisms such as fax and e-mail.

The Pentagon and the U.S. Postal Service, meanwhile, are focusing on expediting mail-in ballots and on educating military members about states' voting rules, said Lt. Col. Ellen Krenke, a Defense Department spokeswoman.

"They (absentee ballots) will be sent out on that first truck, that first boat, that first plane," Krenke said.

States also are working to educate residents who need to vote absentee. Indiana, for example, has gained national attention for its 38-page military and overseas voters' guide, which outlines registration and balloting procedures. Indiana accepts completed ballots via fax but not e-mail.

The Defense Department recommends that military members vote absentee no later than Oct. 15.
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Trust the computer. That's what Maryland told Linda Schade.

The Takoma Park resident and Green Party member believes in saving the environment, but also believes that a few trees are worth sacrificing for democracy. She is a co-founder of Truevotemd.org, and among the determined activists around the country who claim that electronic voting machines -- like the touch-screen devices that will count Marylanders' votes this November -- are so shot through with problems that no one will know whether their votes were counted correctly, or at all.

"At first you say, 'God, a computer glitch, is this for real?'" Schade said. "Because in some ways it feels a little bit abstract. But once you get into it a little bit, you realize this is a very serious problem."

She says the machines should offer printed receipts and that voters uncomfortable with the machines should have the option of turning in a paper ballot. Earlier this month the state's highest court upheld a circuit judge's ruling against an injunction that would have forced changes for the upcoming election. As the issue stands now, residents will vote paperless Nov. 2, although the case brought by Schade and seven other plaintiffs -- including several state elected officials and candidates -- will return to the lower court and could still bear on future elections in Maryland.

"It wasn't a surprising decision," Schade said. "At this point it really is challenging to find remedies that are implementable" by Nov. 2. Maryland election administrators, like those in other states, have argued that it is too late to establish a "paper trail" that could be used to verify votes independent of the data issued by the machines.

Schade's quixotic quest illustrates a growing awareness of the fragile nature of democracy's keystone principle. This year, some 6 million Washington-area voters will tap computer screens instead of pulling levers, punching cards or marking ballots. Some of them have used the machines before, but this year will see their most widespread use yet. It is a key test of their reliability as they take a major part in determining the outcome of what might be one of the closest presidential elections in American history.

Many have championed "direct recording electronic" voting as the only replacement to the antiquated systems that spawned disasters such as the 2000 Florida presidential election voting debacle, but some predict that they will punch a gaping hole in the nation's democratic fabric. 

"I see electronic voting machines as undermining democracies," said former Democratic presidential candidate and Vermont Gov. Howard Dean. "What could happen is an election with less credibility than the presidential election in 2000 had."

Some voting machine makers already are testing versions of their machines with printers attached, but that could add hundreds of dollars to the cost of the hardware. State and local governments have already spent millions of dollars on computerized voting machines, and do not relish shelling out more cash. Local elections boards say that even if they wanted to, they can't do it in time for this election because the machines would have to undergo a new round of federal and state certification.

Maryland's Voting Battle
Paper trails will not make voting more secure, said Maryland State Board of Elections Administrator Linda Lamone. "The state has complete control over the entire process," she said. "It's a 'Chicken Little' issue."

Lamone said successfully hacking the voting system "would be extremely unlikely. ... We've developed a security plan for the entire agency, everything from the computers on our desks all the way to the voting system."

Maryland became one of the flashpoints in the electronic voting debate after it spent $55 million on machines made by Diebold Election Systems. A 2003 report co-authored by Johns Hopkins University professor Aviel D. Rubin subsequently determined that the machines could be subjected to manipulation by hackers. In addition, a study commissioned by Gov. Robert Ehrlich (R) and conducted by SAIC Corp. revealed security problems, as did a study commissioned by the state Department of Legislative Services, conducted by Columbia-based RABA Technologies.

All this prompted Truevotemd.org's more than 2,000 members to demand the right to vote on paper, but the elections board refused.

In California, Secretary of State Kevin Shelley (D) said the machines can be used only if voters are allowed to use paper ballots upon request, poll workers are properly trained and the machines are never connected to the Internet.

Maryland's paper trail proponents think Shelley's plan could work for the rest of the country, which is still awaiting guidelines from the federal Elections Assistance Commission. The commission was established by Congress to develop the guidelines after lawmakers approved $3.9 billion in funding to help states modernize their voting systems by 2006.

Maryland Del. Karen S. Montgomery (D-Montgomery) and other legislators have urged Ehrlich to hold a special session to pass legislation requiring a paper trail after the General Assembly failed to act on a similar bill before the end of the regular session. Montgomery said that the chance of a special session is unlikely considering the last one was held in 1992. Ehrlich spokesman Henry Fawell said the governor is satisfied with the fixes that the elections board made following the security reports, and is confident that the machines are ready for use in November.

The Maryland e-voting debate has coincided with Lamone's battle with the state's Republican-led elections board, which has been trying to remove the Democratic appointee from her post, only to have its arguments -- like those of the paper-trail advocates -- put off until after the November election.

"I am very sorry and disturbed that the Maryland exploration of the need for a voter-certified paper trail has been so distorted and so mixed up with, shall we say, personalities and politics, rather than dealing with the ... fact that it is not a secure system and is absolutely vulnerable to various distortions," said Montgomery, who like Lamone is a Democrat, but opposes the Diebold machines.

Lamone fiercely defends the new technology: "I can tell you that the voters overwhelmingly love the equipment. ... We are hearing from some folks who are buying into this paper-trail issue. They don't understand the procedures that we use to ensure that nothing can happen to the voting system." The procedures include software and hardware testing, double-sealing with special tape designed to show when tampering has occurred, and rereading of memory cards by counties the day after the election, Lamone said. 

Dual Systems, Local Choices
The District of Columbia and Virginia have taken different approaches to electronic voting. D.C. voting officials mandated that every precinct have one Sequoia Systems AVC Edge machine alongside an optical-scan system that requires voters to mark their choices on paper by filling in an oval with a pen, then running the card through a scanning machine. The touch-screen machines were brought in to settle a lawsuit charging that the optical-scan systems were not accessible to disabled voters, according to officials, but anyone can use them.

In an election Sept. 14, the dual system led to a three-hour delay in releasing final results when the last data cartridges from the touch-screen machines arrived at the elections board well after the paper-ballot totals. D.C. elections board Chairman Wilma A. Lewis told The Washington Post that the board would use the time leading up to the Nov. 2 election to find ways to improve the reporting of results. 

Virginia's elections board leaves the decision in the hands of local officials. Some Northern Virginia communities, including Manassas, Manassas Park and Prince William County, will use electronic voting technology for the first time this year. Others, such as Alexandria, Arlington County, Fairfax City and Fairfax County have used it in several elections.

Falls Church and Fredericksburg did not upgrade their systems in time for the November election, which means that next year's elections for governor, lieutenant governor, attorney general and House of Delegates would be the earliest time that residents of those cities might use electronic voting machines. The same is true for Fauquier, Spotsylvania and Stafford counties, but not because they are worried about paper records.

"Do I want to see a receipt given to each person? No I don't," said Betsy Mayr, deputy registrar for Fauquier County. "On a touch-screen they have ample opportunity to see that they have voted everything that they want to vote on that ballot."

Stafford County Registrar Ray Davis said the controversy has been generated by "the pseudo-experts that they think they... can program the [touch-screen] equipment." Davis said that the county will buy a computerized system once the Elections Assistance Commission develops guidelines.

"We trust them," said T.Q. Hutchinson, voting secretary for Fairfax City.

The General Assembly earlier this year approved a resolution by Del. Tim Hugo (R-Fairfax) to convene a commission to come up with recommendations on electronic voting, but those recommendations probably will be released no earlier than two years from now. That action followed an incident in Fairfax County last November in which Republicans blamed a school board candidate's narrow loss on malfunctioning e-voting machines manufactured by Frisco, Texas-based Advanced Voting Solutions.

Loudoun County will use optical scanning ballots this November. Next year it hopes to buy a supplemental device from Glen Ellyn, Ill.-based Automark that allows disabled voters to cast their ballots on optical-scan machines without assistance. The device, which was developed with assistance from Diebold competitor Election Systems & Software, is still awaiting its federal certification.

"In our county we've had so many recounts that if worse came to worst, we could always count the ballots by hand," said Election Board Secretary Dianna Price.

Arlington, which has already used its touch-screen devices in three elections, has refined its techniques for training poll workers, said General Registrar Linda Lindberg, after some rough patches marred the machines' debut in November 2003. Partly because the system was introduced close to the election, the instructions for shutting down the machines were missing some key steps, Lindberg said, with delays resulting from workers' efforts to figure out the procedure.

Arlington now prepares workers with a three-tiered training regimen -- a first level for neophytes, a second that acts as a refresher course for experienced workers and a third for precinct chiefs.

For jurisdictions that using only electronic voting machines, opponents of the systems say that people who want paper records should try to vote by absentee ballot. The District, Maryland and Virginia allow absentee voting for a variety of reasons, but do not have an allowance for people who distrust electronic voting machines. Maryland and Virginia officials will not allow people to vote on paper ballots at the polls unless they use "provisional ballots" if their names do not appear on the voting rolls but they insist they are registered.

Everybody Knows Chad
No one thought that electronic voting machines would be such a controversial subject. First used in the late 1980s, they were one more unremarkable, albeit modern way to perform a civic duty.

E-voting got hot in a hurry after irregularities in southern Florida nearly derailed the 2000 presidential race between George W. Bush and then-vice president Al Gore. While all kinds of problems, from registration foul-ups to voter error, affected the vote totals, it was the infamous punchcard ballot that captured the national imagination and injected poll-worker jargon about "pregnant" and "hanging" chads into the popular vocabulary.

The problems in Florida led Congress to pass the Help America Vote Act in 2002, which requires every voting district to modernize its election systems by 2006, authorizing $3.9 billion to make it happen. Many states leaped at the chance, even though the commission that is supposed to develop the guidelines for their use was appointed nearly a year late.

As a result, more than 50 million voters will use the machines this November, according to Election Data Services in Washington, D.C. That compares to 55.7 million voters who use optical scan machines, and 55.4 million who use punchcards, levers or paper ballots.

Americans' attitudes toward electronic voting machines are generally positive but complex, according to a survey commissioned by the Center for Public Policy and Administration at the University of Utah. Asked which voting method they were most comfortable with, 38.3 percent of the 829 registered voters questioned chose electronic, versus 29.5 percent for optical scan, 18.4 percent for punch cards and 8 percent for other methods. An overwhelming majority said electronic systems made voting easier for the disabled. Asked whether electronic systems are more accurate than other methods, 39.4 percent agreed and 27 percent disagreed.

At the same time, a similar plurality -- 38.2 percent to 27.5 percent -- agreed that "electronic voting systems increase the potential for fraud." Even more indicated worries about "unintentional failures" -- 43.3 percent to 22.2 percent. (The margin of error for the overall numbers is 3.4 percentage points.)

This seeming discrepancy in attitudes is even more pronounced in respondents between the ages of 18 and 27. Of these younger voters, 56.1 percent favored electronic voting over other methods, and 54.5 percent said it was more accurate. But they also said, by a 49.5 percent to 18.9 percent margin, that the machines were more vulnerable to fraud -- and were less worried about unintentional failure than the national average.

"This is their experience with electronic technology. They've had their iPods freeze up, but they also want to use these technologies," said study co-author Thad E. Hall, a Utah political science professor. "Anything can screw up. ... As the 2000 election showed, you can even screw up a paper election. They see the tradeoffs but they're willing to accept them." 

Legislative Efforts
Some in Congress have taken up the standard of paper-trail advocates. "Chances are there won't be a problem, but we'll never know," said U.S. Rep. Rush Holt (D-N.J.), who has authored a bill in the House of Representatives to require a voter-verified paper record. "Is there a person alive in the 20th century who hasn't encountered a bug in the computer? Even in computers where the programmers swear they got everything right."

Holt's bill, co-sponsored by Rep. Thomas Davis III (R-Va.), is frozen in the House Administration Committee. Chairman Bob Ney (R-Ohio) believes that the Elections Assistance Commission and the Federal Election Commission should resolve the issue, said spokesman Brian Walsh. "A lot of rhetoric and conspiracy is taking the place of hard facts and science," Walsh said.

Sen. Bob Graham (D-Fla.) is sponsoring a similar bill, and recently added Maryland Sen. Barbara Mikulski (D) to his list of supporters. However, he does not expect results in time to affect the upcoming presidential contest.

"I wish we could do something, but in terms of actually having it pass and signed into law and having an effect on the November 2004 election, that's not going to happen," Graham said.

"If there were some kind of major meltdown on Election Day, there might be the possibility of these bills moving forward post-election," said Doug Chapin, director of electionline.org, a nonpartisan clearinghouse that monitors and analyzes election reforms. "This is a crisis-driven issue." 

Mikulski's jump into the paper-trail camp came a day after she had difficulty registering her vote on a touch-screen unit being demonstrated at the Takoma Park Folk Festival. Although she eventually was able to submit her choice, the experience affirmed "the idea that there needs to be a paper trail," a Mikulski spokesman told The Baltimore Sun. The incident touched off an episode in which a volunteer election worker refused to return the machine and arranged for it to be examined by an expert hired by CBS News at the offices of TrueVotemd.org.

Aside from such high-spirited goings-on, state political parties in the metropolitan area have tried to stand aloof from the debate.

"We are following the lead of the legislature and the governor," said Maryland Democratic Party Executive Director Josh White. "We're sympathetic but we feel there's no reason to call for a halt to the use of the machines." Maryland Republican Party spokeswoman Deborah Martinez said she has not heard "much of an uproar" from constituents.

Laura Bland, spokeswoman for the Democratic Party of Virginia, said that the party is concerned about touch-screen technology, but "we have every confidence in the State Board of Elections." Virginia Republican Party spokesman Shawn Smith said that the subject "is not something we have taken a position on or focused on."

The Republican National Committee also has taken no official position, said spokeswoman Christine Iverson. Tony Welch, press secretary for the Democratic National Committee, said that the party's platform calls for voting systems that are accessible to all voters and independently audited. "We know that the [electronic] machines are going to be in use this election, so our focus is to make sure that voters are educated in how to use the machines, making sure that election officials are properly trained as well and making sure that the machines are tested," Welch said.

The Bush-Cheney and Kerry-Edwards campaigns did not return telephone calls seeking comment.

Taking a firm position on touch-screen voting can produce touchy reactions among influential voting blocs.

Some of the biggest supporters are the disabled, who welcome the machines because they come outfitted with a variety of devices that allow nearly everyone to vote unassisted, and more importantly, in private.

James Gashel, executive director of strategic initiatives at the National Federation for the Blind, testified in favor of touch-screen machines in court last month in defense of the Maryland state elections board. "If we're going to have accessible paper trails, then they need to have accessible information for blind people as well," said Gashel, a resident of Baltimore who said that he has never had the ability to vote without help from someone else.

On the other side are groups representing minorities, arguing that touch-screen voting without a paper trail could make it easier for a corrupt elections official to make those votes disappear. "We are concerned about the fact that this is not a tried-and-true system," said Melanie Campbell, executive director of the National Coalition on Black Civic Participation. "What we are concerned about is voter confidence."

In the University of Utah survey, black voters' attitudes about voting technology diverged significantly from whites', with 52.2 percent favoring electronic methods, while putting optical-scan systems below punch cards. They were also more concerned about unintentional failures than fraud.

Some of the companies whose machines will be used in the Washington area said that they are developing versions of their machines that can produce paper records that voters can see.

"We are going to provide whatever our customers need," said Michelle Shafer, spokeswoman for Austin, Texas-based Hart InterCivic, whose eSlate machine is used by Alexandria.

Alfie Charles, spokesman for Oakland, Calif.-based Sequoia, said its AVC Edge machines in Nevada already are being used in early voting with paper trails and that the results have been good so far. The printers, he said, add an extra $800 onto the cost of a $3,200 machine.

Diebold spokesman David Bear said that the company is working on prototypes, but added that it is a solution for a problem that has not been proven. "There is no entry point for someone to hack the system," he said. "It's like saying you could hack into my clock radio."

Only Human
All the wrangling that has taken place over electronic voting the past year has pointed out one inescapable conclusion, many observers say: Touch-screen machines may not be the ideal solution to voting error and fraud, but their weaknesses are simply the latest variation in a process that has never been completely secure.

"I think most Americans are very naive about the potential for fraud," said Rep. Vernon Ehlers (R-Mich.), who authored a bill calling for federal standards to govern how electronic voting machines are used. "They think that went out with the Pendergast machine and Tammany Hall, but with computers, if you get the right person involved, there's always a possibility of fraud."

Gashel noted that older voting systems have experienced problems of their own. "We're not convinced that [touch-screen voting] is a problem to the extent that it is with some other systems," he said. "I know that computers can make mistakes but mechanical mechanisms can make mistakes too."

Then there is the human factor.

"We have about 8,000 election officials in the country who'll be supervising 193,000 polling places and about 1.5 million Americans who are going to serve their fellow citizens as poll workers," said Paul DeGregorio, one of the commissioners on the Elections Assistance Commission. "We're still dealing with human beings who run elections."

R. Michael Alvarez, a California Institute of Technology professor and co-director of an electronic voting research project run by Caltech and the Massachusetts Institute of Technology, said 4 million to 6 million votes were lost nationally in the 2000 presidential election because of a variety of problems. According to a 2001 report issued by the Caltech-MIT group, as many as 2 million of those votes were lost because of faulty ballots or equipment problems, but up to 3 million were lost due to registration mix-ups, with another possible 1 million votes lost through botched polling-place operations.

Alvarez, who co-authored the Utah study with Hall, said electronic voting could cause problems, but it could also prove to be more accurate than any other voting method. "We're going to be running a massive experiment on Nov. 2," he said.

Linda Schade, of course, does not want to participate in this kind of experiment, especially one that will be done live. On Election Day, she says she'll send her TrueVotemd troops out in a statewide pollwatching effort. "You're talking about a crisis in voter confidence, a crisis in accountability in terms of the certainty of elections results," she said. "That's a big problem."
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If St. Louis County is this year's prime political target in the state, then 
Kirkwood -home of the Greentree Festival, swing voters and the county's hottest 
state Senate contest - may be the bull's-eye. 

At the annual festival and parade last week, the usual crafts, drinks and Ted 
Drewes vied with politics: fliers in pockets and stickers slapped on T-shirts, 
jeans, even strollers. 

Business was particularly brisk at the Democratic and Republican booths, where 
activists hawked wares for their candidates, especially President George W. 
Bush and his Democratic rival, Sen. John Kerry of Massachusetts. 

In their quest for votes, both candidates are zeroing in on suburban St. Louis 
County voters - especially suburban womenvoters. 

A few blocks away, a cadre of independent pro-Democrat groups underscored that 
political point last Saturday with their "Women's Election Action Day," part of 
a state and national voter mobilization effort targeting women voters. 

A largely female crowd of several hundred gathered in the parking lot of the 
Meramec campus of St. Louis Community College. They first listened to a litany 
of women speakers representing labor and abortion-rights groups, including 
former Lt. Gov. Harriett Woods, then fanned out in an organized canvass of key 
swing neighborhoods in Kirkwood and nearby swing county communities. 

By any measure, the county is the state's largest bloc of votes: 660,000 and 
counting, as people flock to register before the Oct. 6 deadline. 

Until the last decade, most of those county votes were usually for Republicans. 
Not anymore. Although west St. Louis County is a Republican stronghold, the 
county as a whole has swung slightly into the Democratic corner. 

For Kerry to have any chance of carrying Missouri, he needs to attract at least 
53 percent of the votes cast in St. Louis County. That helps explain why his 
last visit to Missouri was two weeks ago in Affton. "We believe John Kerry is 
running better in the county than Al Gore did four years ago," said national 
Kerry spokesman Bill Burton. 

Bush doesn't have to carry St. Louis County - just repeat his performance in 
2000 and not lose too badly. His suburban strength increasingly lies in the 
outer suburbs like St. Charles, Franklin and Warren counties. 

In any case, suburban women voters are crucial to both candidates' Missouri 
strategies. The latest Post-Dispatch poll showed the president with a statewide 
lead largely because he had dramatically cut into the earlier edge that Kerry 
appeared to have among women voters, especially those in the suburbs. 

Former New Hampshire Gov. Jeanne Shaheen, Kerry's campaign chairwoman and a 
Missouri native, was in the county for two days this week in a bid to win some 
of them back. 

Among other things, she met Wednesday night with about 50 women gathered in 
Ladue and promoted Kerry's proposals on health care at a stop Thursday in 
Maplewood. 

"We're getting women revved up," Shaheen said in a telephone interview Thursday 
before leaving town. 

The president's chief female emissary in Missouri, state Republican Party 
Chairwoman Ann Wagner - who also is a national leader of his W Stands for Women 
campaign - says there's no doubt that the GOP is doing the same. That's 
especially true on Wagner's home turf in St. Louis County. Laura Bush visited 
here last month. 

Earlier this month, Wagner accompanied one of the party's moderate stars, 
former New York Mayor Rudy Giuliani, at a rally in Sunset Hills. 

Giuliani, who supports abortion rights and gay rights, was addressing a far 
more conservative crowd. But some activists privately say his true audience 
wasn't necessarily in the room; they included the moderate Republican women and 
independent swing voters who likely caught a glimpse of the event on 
television. 

Giuliani emphasized Bush's fight against terrorism, which the Post-Dispatch 
poll, among others, indicates was the chief reason why the president's support 
has shot up among women. State Bush-Cheney director Lloyd Smith says the 
campaign's research agrees with that. 

At least one local analyst says Kerry may be able to snag more support from 
women if he repeats the pitch he made in Affton in favor of the federal 
assault-weapons ban, which expired Sept. 13. 

"Going after assault weapons plays well with women," especially suburban 
Democrats and moderate Republicans, said Ken Warren, a pollster and political 
science professor at St. Louis University. 

As proof, Warren cited the huge turnout of St. Louis County voters in 1999 to 
almost single-handedly defeat a statewide proposal to allow the public to carry 
concealed weapons. Postelection analysis indicates that the majority of those 
county opponents were women, he said. It's a key issue in the Kirkwood area's 
vigorous state Senate contest between incumbent Republican Michael Gibbons and 
Democrat Jeanne Kirkton. 

Bush's campaign has emphasized that the president would have signed an 
extension of the assault-weapons ban but it never passed Congress. Kerry's 
campaign contends that Bush didn't try hard enough because he didn't want to 
anger gun-rights groups. 

Suburban women are also clearly a key target of the cadre of national 
Democratic-leaning independent groups - including America Coming Together, 
MoveOn.org and America Votes - that have been active in the county for months. 
They've helped add 50,000 new voters to the rolls. 

At Saturday's event spotlighting women, speaker after speaker focused on the 
issues that they believe can sway them to support Kerry. "Unemployment is up 40 
percent in the last four years for all women, and 50 percent among single 
women," said Anna Burger, national secretary treasurer of the Service Employees 
International Union. 

Shaheen said that the health care debate also was important to women because 
they hold a majority of the low-income jobs that are without health care 
benefits. "It's senior women who are paying that 17 percent increase in 
Medicare premiums," Shaheen added. 

Last weekend at the Greentree Festival in Kirkwood, there was clearly a split 
among the women stopping by the partisan tents. 

At the GOP booth, Bonhomme Township Republican Committeewoman Peggy Adams was 
among those who cited Bush's stands on the social issues, such as gay marriage 
and abortion. At the Democratic tent, the talk was more about the economy and 
health care. 

But the battle for St. Louis County goes beyond gender. It also involves turf. 

To a large extent, St. Louis County is polarized. Turf west of Interstate 270 
is primarily Republican. North County largely is seen as Democratic. Affton and 
other South County neighborhoods are the key swing areas, especially for 
elderly voters who make up a sizable part of the population in the county's 
older, central suburbs inside Interstate 170. 

Another key demographic is the African-American vote. More African-Americans 
now reside in St. Louis County than in the city of St. Louis. 

In any case, Shaheen echoed the key Democratic message when it comes to St. 
Louis County: "This is the place where we need a big vote."
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CLAYTON, Mo. - Secretary of State candidates Robin Carnahan and Catherine Hanaway discussed election reforms and initiatives to foster small business during a candidates' forum Thursday in suburban St. Louis.

Both Carnahan, a Democrat, and the Republican Hanaway, have made those two issues key planks of their platforms. Most of the questions at the forum, sponsored by the Clayton Chamber of Commerce, focused on how they would implement their proposals.

In her opening statement, Carnahan, the daughter of former Sen. Jean Carnahan and the late former Gov. Mel Carnahan, emphasized her personal experience as a small business owner, corporate lawyer, and international election monitor.

"I believe that Missourians deserve a leader committed to ideals of public service and able to rise above the partisan bickering we've seen so much of in Jefferson City," Carnahan said.

Hanaway, speaker of the Missouri House of Representatives, has also been a corporate lawyer and small business owner. She emphasized her legislative experience.

"The best example of bipartisan leadership is results," Hanaway said, describing bills passed to conform Missouri election laws with the Help America Vote Act and punish businesses that destroy evidence for securities investigations.

Both candidates support expanding the secretary of state Web site to help reduce paperwork and make filing easier for small business owners.

Carnahan proposed replacing the current Small Business Ombudsman with a Small Business Advocate to connect entrepreneurs with government programs that can help them.

Hanaway said she would continue to fight for tort reform that would reduce liability costs and review the Missouri Register's listing of rules and regulations so small business owners could implement them more efficiently.

Carnahan and Hanaway both expressed support for centralizing and verifying voter registration lists. Both also support early voting and no-fault absentee voting, though their interpretations of the practice differed.

Carnahan wants to make the service available to more people - not only the elderly, disabled, and those out of town on Election Day, but anyone who wanted to vote before the day of the election. She also said that the venues for early voting could be expanded to include satellite offices of election boards. Carnahan said this would make it easier for people to vote, and cut down on long lines on Election Day.

Hanaway said Carnahan's early voting strategy would create more work and delays because each person who votes must be checked against state lists indicating where the person is from and whether they are alive, registered and not already voting elsewhere. She said the use of satellite offices could increase the opportunity for fraud.
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Secretary of State candidates Robin Carnahan and Catherine Hanaway discussed 
election reforms and initiatives to foster small business during a candidates' 
forum Thursday sponsored by the Clayton Chamber of Commerce. 

Both Carnahan, a Democrat, and the Republican Hanaway, have made those two 
issues key planks of their platforms. 

Carnahan, the daughter of former Sen. Jean Carnahan and the late Gov. Mel 
Carnahan, emphasized her personal experience as a small business owner, 
corporate lawyer, and international election monitor. 

"I believe that Missourians deserve a leader committed to ideals of public 
service and able to rise above the partisan bickering we've seen so much of in 
Jefferson City," Carnahan said. 

Hanaway, speaker of the Missouri House, is a lawyer who emphasized her 
legislative experience. 

"The best example of bipartisan leadership is results," Hanaway said, 
describing bills passed to conform Missouri election laws with national ones 
and punish businesses that destroy evidence for securities investigations. 

Both candidates support early voting and no-fault absentee voting, although 
their methods for implementing them differ.
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Folks who want yard signs, buttons and convincing conversation will find them at the headquarters for the Republican and Democratic parties here. 

The Pettis County Republican Party opened its headquarters Saturday at 2700 W. Broadway Blvd.; the county Democrats opened theirs Wednesday at 310 S. Ohio Ave. 

The Republicans are staffing their office from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. Monday through Saturday, while the Democrats are open from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. weekdays. 

Chairpeople of both parties hope their headquarters will serve as a place for supporters to pick up candidates' literature. 

The headquarters also will serve as a place for staunch Democrats and Republicans to find like-minded people to share their views. Officials have decorated the offices in red, white and blue bunting and the traditional donkeys and elephants, and lined the walls with yard signs for candidates from president to governor, from congressman to public administrator. 

Debra Thomas Meyer, of Sedalia, plans to work Wednesdays at the Republican headquarters. 

"I am not working right now, and so I can take care of this one day a week. I have been talking, meeting people and trying to get the word out that Bush is the best deal," the life-long Republican said. 

Downtown, the Pettis County Democratic Central Committee saw a steady stream of supporters during its first day open, said Sharon Blankenship, who co-chairs the headquarters. 

"We will be giving out materials and signs, and try to get people elected," said Mrs. Blankenship, who was staffing the office Wednesday. 

Democratic Chairman Bill Chapman said the party plans a grand opening later in the month, but the storefront quickly attracted interest. 

"People are wandering by," he said. "It's a place for candidates to display their campaign materials and a place for the public to pick those kinds of things up." 

The Democrats plan to set up TVs and have debate parties for the nationally televised contests between the presidential and vice-presidential candidates. 

Republican Chairwoman Carla Young said her party will use the headquarters for "phone banks, and to organize precinct walks. We will extend the hours when it's closer to the election. Candidates can use it. It's a one-stop place. We are there to help the public and help our candidates." 

Ms. Young said the headquarters will serve as a recruiting station for volunteers. 

"We always can find something for someone to do day or night," she said. "People are really interested (in the election) this time, which is nice to see. I hope everybody gets out and votes." 
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The Media Fund, an independent pro-Democrat group, has launched a $250,000, 
one-week blitz on St. Louis stations of two ads attacking President George W. 
Bush. 

The ads began running Thursday, and will air only in St. Louis, Washington and 
on national cable stations, said fund President Erik Smith in a telephone 
interview. By law, the fund cannot coordinate any activities with the 
Democratic presidential nominee, Sen. John Kerry of Massachusetts. 

Both ads accuse Bush, his family and longtime associate Jim Baker of having 
inappropriately close ties, some of them financial, to Saudi Arabia and its 
royal family. The ads also assert that the Bush administration has attempted to 
block any investigations into the Saudi leadership's possible ties to the 9/11 
hijackers - most of whom were Saudis. 

Smith said The Media Fund may spend more money in Missouri in the coming weeks. 
"Everything's on the table," he said. 

Republican National Committee spokesman David James called the ads' accusations 
"baseless" and said he found it "a funny coincidence" that The Media Fund began 
airing TV ads in Missouri just one day after The Associated Press reported that 
the Kerry campaign appeared to be dropping plans to air ads in the state next 
month. 

The Kerry campaign denied any knowledge of The Media Fund's activities, and 
declined comment on the ads' content. As for the Republican comments, Missouri 
Kerry spokesman Michael Golden blasted "more blaming and fingerpointing from 
the Republicans, who should be talking about how to fix four years of failed 
policies that have taken the country in the wrong direction." 

In any case, The Media Fund's efforts in Missouri are yet another example of 
ad-buying going on in the state on behalf of Kerry outside of his campaign. He 
hasn't spent any money to air ads in Missouri since July. 

The Democratic National Committee has spent more than $3 million to air TV ads 
in the state since early last month.
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A phone scam that may be linked to identity theft has spread to Taney County, and the Sheriff's Department is asking county residents to report telephone calls stating that there are errors in their voter registration. 
People have reported that the anonymous caller asks them for their name, birth date, address and Social Security number. That information should not be given as it is likely an attempt at identity theft, said Sheriff Jimmie Russell. 

County clerk Donna Neeley said such calls are bogus and not being made by her staff. An investigation is continuing. Call the Sheriff's Department at 546-7250 if you have information. 
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Larry Morris and Sara Lampe took Glendale kids' questions on abortion, guns and taxes. 
Candidates for House District 138 share some ideals — the right to bear arms among them. 

But on other issues, Republican Larry Morris and Democrat Sara Lampe share a world of difference. 

They outlined their views on abortion, school vouchers and other topics Thursday for members of a Glendale High School group interested in politics. 

Lampe and Morris fielded questions for an hour from students on a panel and in the audience. 

"I can't praise you enough for what I'm seeing here today," Morris said to the 50 or so members of the Glendale Sons and Daughters of Liberty. The after-school group invited the candidates to come speak. 

Morris, the incumbent, told students that he doesn't support abortion unless it's performed to save the life of a mother. 

Lampe said abortions should also be available in cases of rape or incest. 

She said the issue is a personal decision best left to a woman, her physician and God. 

The candidates also differed on school vouchers, which would use taxpayer money to fund private schools. Lampe opposes school vouchers, while Morris supports them. 

Both candidates said they favored the right of citizens to own guns. 

"I grew up with guns, have guns in my home," Lampe said. "And I will tell you my first wedding anniversary was spent in the deer woods." 

Likewise, she and Morris agreed that the Humansville school superintendent who recently refused to remove the Ten Commandments from a school wall likely had good intentions. 

But, the candidates said, Superintendent Greg Thompson went about it the wrong way. 

He "made a mistake," Morris said. 

The Republican said the United States is founded on Christian ideals and that a more appropriate way to introduce such concepts would be through the writings of John Adams and other historical figures. 

Answering another student, Morris said he supports random drug tests for students in sports and other extracurricular activities. 

Lampe asked the teens what they thought about the issue and said she's against infringing on their rights. The Democrat admitted she hadn't considered the question. 

The answer, she said, should depend on how well random drug screening prevented drug use. 

"If we thought that would eliminate the use of drugs in school, then perhaps we need to talk about that," she said. 

Morris told students he voted this year for House Bill 1304, which would have restricted different types of personal injury lawsuits, including the medical malpractice suits many blame for driving up physicians' premiums for liability insurance. 

Gov. Bob Holden vetoed the bill, and an override effort failed. 

Lampe said she believes everyone has the right to a jury trial, as outlined in the U.S. Constitution. 

Asked generally about his position on taxes, Morris said he would never promise not to raise them. 

Proposed increases should be studied on an individual basis, he said. 

But "In general, ... the power to tax is the power to destroy," Morris said. 

Lampe called property taxes, used to fund school districts, a "regressive" source of money. She said the state must reconsider how it pays for public education. 

"I think it's about tax reform," she said. "I don't think it's about not paying taxes." 

Lampe earned her spot on the Nov. 2 ballot by beating fellow Democrat Matthew Patterson in the August primary. She won with 77.6 percent of the vote. 

Lampe has been involved in public education for more than 30 years. She is also an adjunct professor at Drury University 

Morris, who ran unopposed last in August, narrowly won his first term in 2002. 

He worked for the Social Security Administration for 25 years and is now a counselor. 

Mason Kinne won't be old enough to vote in the Nov. 2 election. But that isn't stopping the 17-year-old from scouting the political landscape. 

The president of the the Glendale Sons and Daughters of Liberty, he said past discussions of the death penalty, gun laws and gay marriage help members strengthen their political views. 

"I think a lot of people here are interested in politics," said Kinne, a senior. "And they just don't have an outlet to say how they feel." 

Candidates weather scrutiny by students 
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St. Louis County election authorities were scrambling Thursday to fix a blunder 
in absentee ballots mailed out this week for a Missouri House race. 

Absentee ballots mailed Tuesday to 146 voters in the 78th Legislative District 
had the wrong district and the wrong candidates listed. Judy Taylor, the 
Democratic director of elections for St. Louis County, said a clerical error 
was to blame. 

"The numbers were transposed, 87th instead of 78th" District, Taylor said. 

Confused voters alerted the Election Board and both candidates about the errors 
Wednesday. The Election Board sent letters Thursday and the proper page to each 
of the 146 absentee voters in the 78th District. The letter asks them to use 
the correct page when voting. For those who already voted, the Election Board 
wants them to use the new sheet, circle the candidate they want and send it 
back. 

Taylor said election officials also were trying to reach each of the voters by 
phone to explain the problem. 

State Rep. Clint Zweifel, D-Florissant, wants one election official from each 
party to go as a team, door-to-door, to contact the voters. But Taylor said 
there was not enough staff to do that. 

Zweifel won his seat two years ago by just 67 votes. 

"In a district decided by 67 votes two years ago, the implications here are 
pretty huge," Zweifel said. 

If the voter doesn't return the extra sheet of paper, election officials would 
count a vote for the 87th District Democrat, Marilyn Morton, as a vote for 
Zweifel. If the Republican in the 87th District gets the vote, it would be 
counted for Zweifel's Republican challenger, Rosanne Vrugtman. 

Vrugtman said she was concerned that some voters who already voted absentee 
might disregard the Election Board's letter or be confused and give up. The 
close contest in 2002 makes the mistake all the worse, she said. 

"I was very dismayed, to say the least," she said. 

Taylor said the number of bad ballots represented far less than 1 percent of 
the 19,727 people registered in that district. The 78th District includes most 
of Hazelwood and parts of Florissant and Bridgeton. 

Meanwhile, 105 absentee ballots included a blank page in what should have been 
a ballot for the 2nd District County Council race. Taylor said someone failed 
to properly proofread the pages, and correct pages were mailed out Thursday.
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JEFFERSON CITY – Matt Blunt, the Republican governor candidate who once said he 
would debate any time, any place, has declined to face Democrat Claire 
McCaskill in a debate scheduled Oct. 21 in Columbia. 

Blunt's campaign said scheduling conflicts prevented the secretary of state 
from participating in the 90-minute, televised encounter, sponsored by news 
organizations and a college. 

"Of course we are disappointed and a little surprised," said Vicki Russell, 
associate publisher of the Columbia Daily Tribune, one of the sponsors. 
McCaskill had accepted the invitation, Russell said. The same request was sent 
to Blunt on Aug. 4. 

That was the day Blunt attended a campaign rally with supporters in Maryland 
Heights and said he would debate any time, any place to shed light on the 
"stark contrasts" between him and McCaskill, the state auditor. 

"He hasn't backed out," said Blunt spokesman John Hancock. "He isn't able to do 
it. He has a longstanding series of events that day on a policy rollout." 

The debate was to take place before a large audience in the Launer Auditorium 
at Columbia College with a panel of journalists asking questions. A feed of the 
event was to be made available for broadcast. Republican Jim Talent and 
Democrat Jean Carnahan participated in the same forum two
years ago. 

Erik Greathouse, McCaskill's campaign manager, said Blunt had gone back on a 
promise to Missouri voters.

"Apparently Matt Blunt is not ready to face the voters or face the tough 
questions that such a major debate would bring," Greathouse said. 

McCaskill's campaign has accepted other broadcast debate times offered by news 
organizations and public television stations. She has agreed to participate in 
a session scheduled Oct. 22 in Springfield, Mo. and another Oct. 25 in St. 
Louis, co-sponsored by the Post-Dispatch. 

Asked if Blunt had accepted those dates, Hancock said they were "pending." 

Hancock said it was up to McCaskill's campaign to sit down with an attorney 
from the Blunt camp to work out a mutually acceptable debate schedule. 

Greathouse said McCaskill was "ready to face the voters on television and 
through newspapers to talk directly to the people who will make the ultimate 
decision on this race in November. 

"The people of Missouri deserve an opportunity to hear from the candidates 
directly about their records and their visions for Missouri," Greathouse said. 
"It's not too late for Matt Blunt to change his mind and we hope he will." 

David Kimball, a professor of political science at University of Missouri-St. 
Louis, believes it's in Blunt's political interest to participate in as few 
debates as possible. 

"Debates present more risk than reward for Matt Blunt," Kimball said. "The 
tracking polls show Bush opening up a lead over Kerry in Missouri, and 
down-ballot races, including governor, tend to track fairly closely with the 
presidential race. 

"From Blunt's perspective, debates risk upsetting the coattails he hopes to 
ride on a Bush victory in Missouri," Kimball said. "Why participate in a forum 
that may give people a reason to vote for your opponent?

"Second, one of the main lines of attack for the McCaskill campaign is the 
stature gap between the two candidates, emphasizing Blunt's lack of experience 
when compared to McCaskill," Kimball added. "I think the McCaskill campaign may 
feel that debates will help them make that contrast, since McCaskill performed 
fairly well in the debates against Gov. (Bob) Holden earlier this year and Matt 
Blunt has never
participated in such a high-stakes debate before. 

"The downside is that Blunt has now broken a promise he made earlier in the 
campaign," Kimball concluded. "If the McCaskill campaign has a sense of humor, 
they will arrange for a person in a chicken costume to follow Blunt around the 
state for the next 40 days."
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