October 25, 2004

Mr. John Bailey

Bush-Chaney’04, Inc.

P.O. Box 10648

Arlington, VA 22210

Dear Mr. Bailey:
 

We are writing to share with you the attached statement from nearly 30 major education, civil rights, disability, children’s and citizens’ organizations 

regarding our concerns with the current emphasis of the No Child Left Behind 

Act.  We believe that in order to achieve the goals of this important federal law, 

it is necessary that the major emphasis shift from applying sanctions for failing 

to raise test scores to also making the systemic changes that improve student achievement for all children, regardless of race, disability, poverty status, or 

language ability.
This joint statement is significant in that the organizations, representing a 

broad base of our nation’s stakeholders, solidly agree that changes are needed 

to preserve the integrity of the law.  We believe that the adverse operational 

impact of the current law on the nation’s public schools must not be permitted 

to continue if we are committed to improving student achievement for all 

students.  

The statement has been forwarded to Members of Congress to ensure that legislative changes to the law are given a high priority during the 109th Congress.  

The organizations participating in this joint effort very much appreciate your interests in the nation’s public schools and look forward to working with you in influencing the needed changes to the legislation.  Additionally, we would like for you to share your views concerning our specific recommendations.  

For additional information, your office may contact:

Jill Morningstar, Children’s Defense Fund: 


202-662-3574, (jmorningstar@childrensdefense.org)

Joel Packer, National Education Association: 


202-822-7329, (JPacker@nea.org)

Reggie Felton: National School Boards Association:


703-838-6782, (rfelton@nsba.org), or

James Crawford, National Association for Bilingual Education:


202-898-1829, (J_Crawford@nabe.org).
Sincerely yours, 

A
Michael A. Resnick

Associate Executive Director
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